A. Instrumentation
There were two instruments used in this research. They were writing test and interview. The writing test was used to collect the data related to the students’ ability and lexicogrammatical problems, while the interview was used to find out the causes of the problems. 
1. Writing test
Writing test was conducted to get the information about the students’ ability and their grammatical problems in writing descriptive text. There were some indicators used to see the students’ ability and the problems. And the indicators were based on the theory of lexicogrammatical features of descriptive text. The following table is the indicators used related to the students’ ability and lexicogrammatical problems. While the form of writing test can be seen in Appendix 1.
Table 1: The indicators of students’ ability and lexicogrammatical problems in writing descriptive text.
	The indicators of students’ ability and lexicogrammatical problems in writing descriptive text.
	1. Focus on specific participant

	
	2. Use of adjective

	
	3. Use of linking verb

	
	4. Use of attributive has and have 

	
	5. Use of simple present tense

	
	6. Use of pronouns

	
	7. Use of adverbs

	
	8. Use of preposition

	
	9. Use of nouns



a. Validity of the test
An instrument is valid when it is able to measure what is wanted. A valid instrument can reveal the data from the validity accurately. Gay and Airasian (2000: ) state that validity is concerned with the appropriateness of the interpretation made from the test score. The most important characteristic of the test is validity. In addition, Anderson in Arikunto (2010: ) adds that a test is valid if it measures what its purpose to measure. The validity that was used in this test is content validity. In this research, the test material for the students’ writing test was based on the curriculum. It means that   the instrument of the test was related to the material that has been learned by the students.
b. Reliability of the test
Gay and Airasian (2000: ) explain tat reliability is the degree of the test consistently measures what it should be measured. Reliability refers to the notion that instrument can be used as a tool of the data collection. In this research, to make the test become reliable the researcher offered some topics that written in writing activity.

2. Interview  
An interview was used to get more complete data about the causes of the students’ problems in writing a descriptive text. There were some indicators to conduct interview in the field. Those indicators were based on the theories related to some factors which cause the students problems in writing descriptive text. The following table describes about the indicators used.
Table 2: The indicators of the causes of students’ lexicogrammatical problems in writing descriptive text.
	The Causes of Students’ Lexicogrammatical Problems in Writing Descriptive Text.

	Direct factor
	Indirect factor

	1. Interference of first language
2. Lack of knowledge about grammar structure
3. Lack of vocabulary
4. Students’ carelessness

	1. Students’ low motivation
2. Lack of use of media
3. Low frequency of writing task




