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Abstract:

This research, based on reports published by Modern Language Association, analyzed enrollments in
languages other than English in United States institutions of higher education from 2002 to 2016.
Results show that American college students’ interest on foreign languages have been increasing
unsteady since the 1950s, but the increasing rates kept low; and given the factors like the Great
Depression since 2009, college students’ interests on foreign language and other disciplines of humanity
have dropped abruptly. The enrollment of Chinese classes has reached its peak in 2013 but then
experienced a 13% decrease. This study suggests, to promote Chinese education in the US, teachers
should develop practical contents and encourage students to study advanced classes, and government
of China should develop its soft power to attract more students to study Chinese.
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2002 2006 2009 2013 2016
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VAPEAE 746,267 53.4 822,985 522 864,98 514 790,756  50.6 712,240  50.1
LB 201,979 145 206,426 131 216419 129 197,757 127 175667 124
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PRAVEN AR 5322 A BB 7. 5%, 45 Blake et al. (2007) (A B, KA 9%
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(136 B K2R SR R RN e A F e R B EETE Z /M 5 — 118 F . Lusin
(2012) KI, 1F 1994-1995 44E, 67. 5% H K 2Bk 8 SME R A AME K TE N
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R T REXTAMNE N A G R0 55 Bk 152, 36 B ECGHSBUR T 2001 4F 330 1 5 40
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4.2. SHXHERRE R

i e A LAMEBCAAE R E R R IRE . TR Kbl F RIS, 1R X
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ok, ST B s A SCAL R S g R A E R ANDUTE R J () AT . 8 A Al
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S IR AT 22 A R L AT SR e DR B LS BN T 5o 22 AL e B Lok I ) L RS B R R,
B TE S E A ORIE S AR S T IR R SN L ] T SR AR R R AN PRI O 25
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