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Abstract 

The writer aims to improve students’ writing achievement by using pictures 

in writing descriptive text for the ninth grade students of Primagama Karang Ploso 

Malang. This study used Classroom Action Research (CAR) for research design. 

The data in this research was obtained from the students’ descriptive writing 

products. The descriptive writing products were descriptive text written by the 

ninth grade students of the second semester in Primagama Karang Ploso. The 

writer found the improvement of writing achievement by using picture of writing 

descriptive text for ninth grader students of Primagama Karang Ploso 

 

1. Introduction  

Language is one of the keys in communicating with other people. Without 

language, it would be difficult to establish the meaning or do communication 

between people. English has been established as an international language in the 

world. Therefore, in the globalization era, almost all demanding areas or fields 

require expertise on English.  

The importance of English also gives impact to the education environment. 

English lessons are important element in the school curriculum, because it can 

build as foundation to open their communication to the wider world as they 

understand English well. Therefore, English subject becomes a compulsory 

subject from 7
th

 grade Junior High School until 12
th

 grade of Senior High school 

in a new curriculum in Indonesia, called Curriculum of 2013 or K13.  

Indonesian students should master English Subject in four skills. Each skill 

consists of many kind of concepts, including writing skill. Writing skill is 

considered as the most difficult skill than the other skills. Raimes (1983, p.4) said 

that writing is not simply speech written down on paper. It is also endorsed by 

Harmer (2005, p.258) that writing is a complex skill. Hence, among the four 
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skills, writing is the most difficult to be mastered by the students. Since in writing, 

the writer has to consider a lot of things. There is a technique frame which is 

accomplished by students to make a writing product in term of prewriting, 

drafting, and revising stages, Brown (2001, p.348). Moreover, there are many 

types of text that should be understood by students before the students write a 

paragraph. Examples of the types of text that should be able to achieved by the 

students in Junior High School based on the K13 are Descriptive text, Recount 

Text, Narrative text, Report text, Procedure text. 

Pictures help the students to arise the idea or concept of the character. 

Besides, visual media like pictures are able to stimulate students’ interest on 

making a descriptive text. This thesis conducted the practice of teaching writing 

especially in descriptive text by using pictures for the ninth grade students of 

Primagama Karang Ploso Malang. The writer aims to improve students’ writing 

achievement by using pictures in writing descriptive text for the ninth grade 

students of Primagama Karang Ploso Malang.  

 

2. Review of Related Literature  

Media is one of the tools or instruments that support the teaching learning 

process. The students will be encouraged to learn about the material when they are 

interested in the subject itself. Therefore, a teacher needs media to make the 

students interest in teaching process. Not only interesting, but it also must be 

weighted and focus on teaching materials. Some researchers have proposed a lot 

of teaching media. Latuheru (1988, p.81) stated that there are three kinds of 

teaching media, they are: audio media, visual media and audio-visual media. 

Smaldino, et al (2005, p.46) mention six media used in learning and instruction. 

The consideration of the use of picture is because students are usually 

interested in new things which can encourage them to pay attention and learn 

about it. They can also imagine the chronological events of the story in the picture 

immediately. According to Hornby (1995, p.871) picture is a description of 

something or someone that enables one to form impression of it. These pictures 

also can elicit the power of acquiring new language. 

 

3. Research Method 

This study used Classroom Action Research (CAR) for research design. The 

data in this research was obtained from the students’ descriptive writing products. 

The descriptive writing products were descriptive text written by the ninth grade 

students of the second semester in Primagama Karang Ploso. 
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4. Finding and Discussion 

The writer found the improvement of writing achievement by using picture 

of writing descriptive text for ninth grader students of Primagama Karang Ploso. 

It was proven by the percentage of students America class in Primagama Karang 

Ploso Malang who passed minimum mastery criteria (Minimum score 75) in the 

1
st
 writing test was 41% and the 2

nd
 writing test was 100%. The students showed 

positive response by showing their interest, enthusiasm, and motivation during the 

action. It was known from observation checklist, field note, and questionnaire 

done during the research. The writer solved problem faced by the teacher in the 

preliminary study. The solution for the teachers were used calendar, poster, or 

slide show which are contain pictures. Those media were able to be used as media 

in teaching English, especially for teaching writing descriptive text. Therefore, the 

writer concluded the use of pictures can improve students’ writing achievement in 

writing descriptive text. 

 

5. Conclusion and Suggestion 

There were several suggestions for English teachers, students, and next 

researchers based on the result study. First, English teacher should provide 

pictures as media in teaching writing descriptive text. Pictures were very helpful 

to improve the writing skill especially for writing descriptive text. Second, 

students were expected that they could learn more about how to make a good 

paragraph in descriptive text from the English magazine, English story book, or 

even comic that contain pictures. Third, next researchers hopefully can use 

pictures as media in teaching English applied in other skills such as speaking, 

reading, listening, or even integrated. The next researcher may use qualitative 

descriptive manner to find how pictures used in the classroom. 
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