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ABSTRACT 

This research aims to find out how is the students’ Reading Comprehension of 

Descriptive Text. And what are their difficulties in Reading Comprehension.The method 

used in this research is a qualitative method, the research was conducted at SMK N2 

PEMATANGSIANTAR with the samples were 35 students The researcher used five 

stories of descriptive text and fifty questions about the text, and their searcher used 

interview test too. The data collection was taken from the sudents’ score. The result of 

the research showed that there is 0 studentor 0% who was categorized exellent, there 

were 2 students or 5,7%who were categorized as very good, there were 7 studentsor 

20% who were categorized as good, there were 14 students or 40 % who were 

categorized as fair, there were 8 students or 22,8 % who were categorized as poor, there 

were 4 students or 11,4 % who were categorized as very poor. And the researcher found 

the average by the score was 61,8 %. So, fromthe result the researcher can conclude that 

the students were still in the fair category.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Reading comprehension is an activity in   producing   a   meaning   from   a   text.(G.Woolley,  

2011) in Australian Journal of Language and Literacy, 33 (2),108-125.Reading  comprehension  is  a  process 

than  involves  memory,  thinking  abstractly, visualization,  and  understanding  vocabulary as well as 

knowing how to property decode ( Ness,   2010   )   in   Journal   of   Research   in Childhood Education, 25 

(1), 98-117.Reading     comprehension     is     the process   of   simultaneously   extracting   and constructing   

meaning   through   interaction and involvement with written language( Snow, 2002:9 ).Reading English text 

is not easy  for  second  language  learners.  Since English   is   an   important   language   to   be 

comprehended, learning English becomes a must for a second language learners Reading     comprehension is 

the interaction between the reader and the text. In the   process   of   reading, the   reader takemeaning from 

the text by utilizing his/her previous    knowledge    through    employing effective reading comprehension 

strategies (Orasanu & Penny, 1986) Harvey (2000) in S.R.   Purba (2017)   said   that   reading 

comprehension requires many skills. In the process of teaching, students might find some   difficulties.   

Teachers   found   some promblem in which how they have to teach the students.  Basically, in the process of 

it, reading   deals   of word recognitionand decoding. The first skill that have to be masters   is   to   read   

words   than   move   to extracting the meaning. When studentsgetbetter at the required skillsand are able to 

words, they have to move into learning the actual   meanings   of   the   words   they   are reading. Knowing 

and understanding what is being read is the key to comprehension. Reading is one   of   the   ways   to   get   

new knowledge and to read the students’ more see understand the contents of the reading can even   find   

problems   and   the idea of   thereading. The    writer    focusses    on    Reading Comprehension   of   

Descriptive   Text.   The writer   wantsto   find   the   difficulties   in Reading Comprehension of 
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DescriptiveText of the students. It is done because there were so many problems that students faced in 

reading, especially   descriptive   text.   By conducting this research, it is hoped that it will give contribution 

to the students 
 

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

The form of this research was adescriptive research.  The aim was toanalyze the students’ ability 

incomprehending descriptive text. Gay (1987: 189) states that descriptive research involves collecting data in 

order to test hypotheses or to answer questions concerning the current status of the subject of the study. This 

study was done in orderto get description about students’ ability in comprehending descriptive text. Gay 

(1987:  188) also states that descriptive   research is useful in investigating many kinds of educational 

problem. Sellinger and Shohami in Octavia (1999: 23) affirm that descriptive research 

 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

1. The students’ Reading Comprehension of Descriptive Text. 

The researcher carried out the research to the second-year students of SMK NEGERI 2, the result 

was analyzed to make sure how the students’ reading comprehension of descriptive text. In this research, the 

researcher took 26 students as the sample in order to find out the students’ reading comprehension of 

descriptive text. In analyzing the students’ reading comprehension of descriptive text, the researcher used the 

test. The test is test 1 and test 2. In this test, the students were asked to answer the questions related to the 

indicators are finding main idea and Finding the Meaning of the Vocabulary in Context. 

In calculating the mean score of the students’ reading comprehension of descriptive text of test 1 and 

test 2, the researcher calculated the mean score in each the indicators, the data as follows: 

 

Table 1 The Percentage of the Students’ Reading Comprehension of Descriptive Text in Finding 

Main Idea of Test 1 

NO. Score / 

Range 

Ability 

Level 

Frequency Percentage 

1 80-100 Excellent 8 30,77% 

2 70-79 Good 0 0% 

3 60-69 Fairly Good 8 30,77% 

4 50-59 Weak 0 0% 

5 0-49 Poor 10 38,46% 

 26 100% 

 

Based on the table above, seen that are 8 students (30,77%) obtained excellent level, 8 students 

(30,77%) obtained fairly good level, and 10 students (38,46%) obtained poor level. The mean score result of 

the students’ reading comprehension of descriptive text in finding main idea of test 1 is 58. It means that the 

students’ reading comprehension of recount text in finding main idea of test 1 is categorized in weak level. 

 

Table 2 The Percentage of TheStudents’ Reading Comprehension of Descriptive text in Finding Meaning of 

Vocabulary in Context of Test 1 

NO. Score 

/ 

Range 

Ability 

Level 

Frequency Percentage 

1 80-100 Excellent 2 7,69% 

2 70-79 Good 2 7,69% 
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3 60-69 Fairly 

Good 

5 19,23% 

4 50-59 Weak 9 34,62% 

5 0-49 Poor 8 30,77% 

 26 100% 

 

Based on the table above, it could be seen that there were 2 or 7,69% students obtained excellent 

level, 2 or 7,69% students obtained good level, 5 or 19.23% students obtained fairly good level, 9 or 34,62% 

students obtained weak level, and 8 or 30,77% students obtained poor level. In calculating of the data, the 

mean score of the students’ Reading Comprehension of Descriptive text in finding meaning of vocabulary in 

Context of test 1 is 49. It proves that the students’ Reading Comprehension of Descriptive text in finding 

meaning of vocabulary in Context of test 1 is categorized in poor level. 

 

2. The Result of Questionnaire 

The result of questionnaire was analyzed to get specific information dealing with students’ reading 

comprehension at the second grade of SMK N 2 PEMATANGSIANTAR. This questionnaire was revealed in 

two categorized. They were the students’ opinion in learning English and the students’ opinion in their 

reading comprehension of descriptive text. 

This part covers the discussion of the students’ Reading Comprehension in Descriptive Text. The 

discussion based on how students’ reading comprehension at the second grade of SMK N 2. The researcher 

found that the students’ reading comprehension in descriptive text is weak level. Based on the research, the 

researcher saw that the students had difficult in learning english especially in reading, low understanding the 

vocabulary especially in get meaning of new vocabulary and also in using appropriate words based on 

context. It caused that the students had low vocabulary that made the students difficult to translated the 

descriptive text. And some students really didn’t like to learn English because they feel it is so difficult to 

understand it and it is not their daily language. From the problems above, it makes the students difficult to get 

main idea and using appropriate word based on context. And also make the students are lazy to learn English. 

Therefore, the students need motivate from the teacher to be creative in teaching English. Especially in 

reading Comprehension of Descriptive text. 

 

 

4. CONCLUSION  

Based on the data analysis on previous chapter, from the calculation the mean score of the students’ 

reading comprehension of test 1 and test 2, it can be concluded that the students’ reading comprehension was 

categorized in weak level. The result of questionnaire proved that 21 or 81% the students like reading. They 

say that reading is important and easy to understood. Meanwhile, 5 or 19% the students didn’t like reading 

English text. They felt difficult to understand, to pronounce, to remember, and made them feel confused and 

bored. 21 or 81% the students want to understood, tried to guess, and learned about new vocabulary before 

used dictionary. Meanwhile, 5 or 19% the students felt difficult and didn’t understand about the vocabulary 

without used dictionary and felt wasted the time if they didn’t use dictionary to get the meaning of the word. 

16 or 62% the students can find specific information. Meanwhile, 10or 38% the students felt difficult in 

understand english well, especially in reading text. 13 or 50% the students felt understand and easy to find 

the main idea and the supporting detail, because descriptive text easy to understand and they like descriptive 

text. Meanwhile, 13 or 50% the students didn’t understand and feel difficult and confused to find the main 

idea. 16 or 62% the students felt didn’t difficult in guessing the title of the text. Meanwhile, 10 or 38% the 

students felt the title was difficult to guess because they didn’t know the meaning of the text and sometimes 

the students lazy to guess because they didn’t understand and also made them confuse. 12 or 46% the 

students felt didn’t difficult and like to answer the questions about vocabulary and easy to understood. 

Meanwhile, 14 or 54% the students felt the text and questions was difficult because they didn’t know the 

meaning of vocabulary and sometimes the students forgot about its meaning. 



Indonesian Journal Education  

 (Astrid Sri Rasta Sinaga) 

59 

REFERENCES  

 

Andrew P. Johnson. Op.Cit. p. 4 Andrew P. Jonhdon, Teaching Reading and Writing: A Guidebook for 

Tutoring and Remediating Students, (New York: Rowman and Littlefield Education, 2008), p.16  

Christine Nuttal. Teaching Reading Skill in a foreign Language. (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 

1982), p.2.  

David Nunan. Practical English Language Teaching. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2003), p.68. Gerald G. 

Duffy. Explaining Reading: A Resources for Teaching Concepts, Skills, and Strategies. (New York: 

The Guilford Press, 2009), p. 14  

Grabe, William. Reading in Second Language; Moving from Theory to   

Practice. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 2009. p. 15.  

H. Douglas Brown. Teaching by Principles: An Interactive Approach to Language Pedagogy. (New Jerse: 

Prantice Hail, 1994), p.291.  

Interview Data from the Teacher of Curriculum SMA N 1 Bangkinang. (Kampar: Unpublisher)  

Janette K. Klingner, et al. Teaching Reading Comprehension to Students with Learning Difficulties. (New 

York: The Guildford Prees, 2007). p.8 

 Jeremy Harner. How to Teach English. (Edinburgh: Longman, 2001), p.70  

Judi Moreillon. Collaborative Learning Strategy for Teaching Reading Comprehansion. (United States of 

America: American Library Association, 2007). P. 10 [Electronic Version].  

Library.nu.com (Retrieved on January 3th, 2011 Kalayo Hasibuan and Muhammad Fauzan Anshari. 

Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL). Pekanbaru: Alaf Riau Graha UNRI Press. 2007. 

P.114  

Karen. R Harris & Steve Graham. Teaching Reading Comprehension to Students with Learning Difficulties. 

(New York: The Guilford Press, 2007). P.8.  

Linda J. Dorn & Carla Soffos. Teaching for Deep Comprehension: A Reading Workshop Approach. 

(Portland: Stenhouse Publishers, 2005). p. 14  

Mariati, Ismi. 2005. The effect of activating schemata on reading comprehension of the first year of SMAN I 

Bangkinang. State Islamic University of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau Marleni,  

Lusi. 2017. Improving Reading Comprehension by Using Jigsaw Strategy at STKIP Pahlawan Tuanku 

Tambusai, Retrieved on https://jele.or.id/index.php/jele/issue/view/4 Mel Siberman. Active Learning 

101 Strategies to Teach Any Subject. (New York: Allyn and Bacon. 1996). p. 103  

RAND Reading Study Group. Reading For Understanding: Toward an R&D program in Reading 

Comprehension. (RAND) Education: Science & Technology Policy Institute, 2002), p.11  

Robert Karlin. Teaching Reading in High School. (New York: Harper and Row, publisher. Inc. 1984), p.47. 

Steven Nathanson. Harnessing the Power of Story: Using Narrative Reading and Writing Acroos Content 

Areas. (New York: Brookville, Long Island University, 2006), p.2.  

Tim Penulis, Standar Kompetensi Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris Sekolah Menengah Atas dan Madrasah 

Aliyah, (Jakarta: Departemen Pendidikan Nasional, 2003), p.16  

Tim Penyusun. Silabus Senior High School 1 Bangkinang Seberang 2013/2014. (Bangkinang: Unpublished, 

2013), p.6.  

Ulfah, Rifka. 2014. The Effect of Using Inference Background Evidence in The Text (Ibet) Strategy on 

Reading Comprehension at Senior High School Bangkinang. State Islamic University of Sultan Syarif 

Kasim Riau. 
 


