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Teachers realize that each student has different abilities, there are students who can 

understand the material presented quickly, moderately and slowly. Of course we are very 

happy if participants can understand the lesson quickly, on the other hand a teacher faces 

and accepts the situation of students who are indeed slow in learning, based on this 

problem, this study was conducted aiming to examine strategies that can be applied by 

classroom teachers in teaching slow students. study. The research method used by the 

researcher is the literature review method, namely the process of placing, obtaining, reading 

and evaluating various research literatures related to or related to the problem being studied. 

The data from this study are the results of research related to the problem of teacher 

strategies in teaching slow learner students.. 
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1. Introduction 

Education is the right of all Indonesian citizens, both children, adolescents and adults, both 

women and men, as well as for a normal person and someone with special needs, this is in accordance 

with the 1945 Constitution chapter XII concerning education and Article 31 paragraph (1) of culture, 

"every citizen has the right to education". The same explanation is also contained in Article 5 

paragraphs (1) and (2) of Law No. 20 of 2003 concerning the national education system which states 

that "every citizen has the same rights and opportunities to obtain quality education, both for those 

with disabilities and those with disabilities. physical, in remote areas, as well as intelligent or special 

talents that can last a lifetime”. The verse above explains that the government cares about education 

for children with special needs, the government still wants children with special needs to study 

together with normal children in regular schools, because basically no human being wants to be born 

in abnormal conditions. 

The government also makes policies to establish inclusive education, inclusive education is an 

educational service for students who have special educational needs in regular schools (SD, SMP, 

SMU and SMK) which are classified as extraordinary both in terms of abnormalities, slow learning 

and other learning difficulties. lay kekeh 2007) Meanwhile, according to Hildegun Olsen in 

Tarmansyah (2007), inclusive education is that schools must accommodate all children regardless of 

physical, intellectual, social emotional, linguistic or other conditions. This should include disabled, 

gifted, street children and child laborers from remote or nomadic populations. Children who come 

from ethnic minority, linguistic or cultural populations and children from disadvantaged or 

marginalized areas or groups. 

With inclusive education, students with special needs become more appreciated and accepted 

because they can study in regular schools together with other students and interact naturally with each 

other, which is in accordance with what normal children in general should experience. 

Today, inclusive education in Indonesia is growing rapidly, the number of inclusive schools is 

increasing from year to year, according to the national socio-economic survey (susenas) on inclusive 

education, namely in 2008 the number of inclusive schools nationally from elementary to high school 

was only 254 schools. However, in 2014 the number increased significantly to 2,430 formal schools 

that participated in providing inclusive education (Jejen Musfah) 

This is also explained in the Regulation of the Minister of National Education No. 70 of 2009 

concerning inclusive education which is contained in article (3). Paragraph 1 states that every student 
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who has physical, emotional, mental and social disorders or has the potential for intelligence and/or 

special talents has the right to participate in inclusive education in certain educational units according 

to their needs and abilities. Whereas in paragraph 2 it reads that participants who have disabilities as 

mentioned in paragraph 1 are a) visually impaired, b) deaf, c) speech impaired, d) mentally retarded, 

e) quadriplegic, f) visually impaired, g) learning difficulties, h) slow learners , i) autism, j) has motor 

impairment, k) victim of drug abuse, illegal drugs and other addictive substances, l) has other 

disorders, m) double disability (UNIMUS, 2012) 

The slow learner category is one of the students who has the disorder described in paragraph 2 

above, the slow learner is a student with intelligence slightly below the average IQ (70-90) who 

requires special education services so that they are able to understand the lesson well (Munawir 

Yusuf, 2005). Another opinion reveals that a slow learner is a student whose intelligence or basic 

ability is at a lower level than the intelligence of normal students (Erman and Marjohan, 1991). 

According to Estamed (2004) stated that slow learner students have an average IQ score of 70-90, 

Choiri et al (2009) stated that slow learners experience obstacles or delays in thinking, responding to 

stimuli and in adaptability but better than mentally retarded students. . 

This means that slow learner students need a longer time to complete their tasks and of course 

in this case there needs to be a special strategy in teaching slow learners. The learning strategy is an 

action plan (a series of activities) including the use of methods and the use of various power resources 

in learning (Amka, 2021). Strategy can be interpreted as general patterns of teacher and student 

activities in the realization of teaching and learning activities to achieve the goals outlined by 

Djamarah in (Firdaus, 2021) from this opinion it can be concluded that learning strategies are action 

plans or patterns of activity patterns and methods carried out teachers in realizing teaching and 

learning activities by utilizing existing resources in order to achieve predetermined goals. 

Parwoto (2007) defines learning strategies as: a) the main teaching-learning approach system 

that is considered the most effective in achieving goals, so that it becomes the teacher's guide in 

planning and organizing learning activities; and b) procedures, methods, and learning techniques that 

become the teacher's guide in carrying out learning activities. 

This is also in line with the government's concern for children with special needs, which is 

stated in the regulation of the Minister of National Education No. 70 of 2009, in Article 7 "Education 

assistance for inclusive education providers uses an education unit level curriculum that 

accommodates the needs and abilities of students according to their talents and interests. . 

Furthermore, in article 10 paragraph 2 "Education units that provide inclusive education appointed by 

the district/city government are required to provide at least one special supervisor teacher". Thus, the 

authors are interested in conducting a review of previous studies related to classroom teacher learning 

strategies in teaching slow learner students. 
2. Research Methods 

This study uses the literature review method, which is the process by which researchers place, 

obtain, read, and evaluate research literature related to the issue to be studied (Borden and Abbott, 

2005) in Manzilati (2017). In research on classroom teacher learning strategies in teaching slow 

learner students. In the early stages of searching for journal articles, the articles used were related to 

"classroom teacher learning strategies in teaching slow learner students." The literature review carried 

out was sourced from ResearchGate and Google Scholar. 
 

3. Result and Discussion 

At first glance, slow learner students are physically no different from other normal students, so 

they are difficult to identify (Lisdiana, 2012; Mumpuniarti, et al., 2014). one of the criteria that can be 

found in the classroom is slow learner students have low achievement in all subjects, are not easy to 

catch information, have slow understanding compared to students in general so that teachers have to 

repeat in learning. This is in line with the theory put forward by Cooter & Cooter Jr and Wiley (in 

Desiningrum, 2017). 

Slow learners or slow learning children are those who have low learning achievement (below 

the average child in general) in one or all academic areas, but are not classified as mentally retarded 

children. His IQ test score shows a score between 70-90. In this condition, students are sometimes 
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placed in the back row, this is done by the class teacher when the child is suddenly out of control his 

emotions then the teacher moved his seat so that his friends are not disturbed. This opinion is in line 

with the research of Witono & Istiningsih, (2021) which stated that treating students with slow learner 

problems can be started from adjusting the position of students such as placing slow learner students 

in the front row and doing rotations by paying attention to students' conditions. 

 This seating position is also in line with the results of research conducted by Khairul Amri et al 

(2022) Nurul & Ina (2017), that the teacher's strategy in dealing with slow learner students starts from 

classroom management, namely by making the class comfortable and arranging seats, providing 

motivation when giving lessons, using lecture and question and answer methods and games, taking 

personal approaches, modifying learning materials to make simple media, modifying assessment 

techniques from working methods, lowering KKM and providing additional classes after hours home. 

According to paridah and fuadah that in dealing with slow learner students there must be 

confidence from a teacher or also called self-efficacy. In Bandura's learning model, the teacher's 

person (cognitive) factor is very influential on the success of the teaching and learning process. The 

person (cognitive) factor that Bandura emphasized at this time was self-efficacy, namely the belief 

that one can master the situation and produce positive results (Santrock, 2010). 

Teacher self-efficacy is the belief that a teacher has in his capacity to influence the performance 

of his students. Students need external support during the learning process to achieve maximum 

learning outcomes. Bandura also states that self-efficacy can bridge between the knowledge possessed 

and certain behaviors (Santrock, 2010).This means that self-efficacy plays a role in determining the 

emergence of the expected behavior in this case the teacher's behavior in improving student 

achievement. Bandura defines self-efficacy as an individual's belief in his ability to organize and carry 

out the things needed to take action so as to produce the desired achievement (Bandura, 1997, p.3 in 

Skaalvik & Skaalvik, 2007). 

On this basis, teacher self-efficacy is conceptualized as an individual teacher's belief in his or 

her ability to plan, organize, and carry out activities that lead to the achievement of educational goals 

(Skaalvik & Skaalvik, 2007). According to Mumpurniarti et al (2020), how to teach slow learner 

students is that teachers must really understand the inclusive concept that supports learning with 

diverse students known as differentiation through curriculum modification activities as well as diverse 

teaching methods and other forms of differentiated learning for slow students. learner is to change the 

abstract code into concrete, setting the theme according to everyday life, and most importantly the 

teacher must understand the competence of social construct teachers and human rights from the point 

of view of disability and cultural responsiveness 

The inclusive paradigm in regular schools requires teachers to be ready to master various 

aspects of competence (Dolgova, Kutepova, Kapitanets, Kryzhanovskaya, & Melnik, 2017; Hay, 

2001). The readiness of teacher competencies to implement inclusive education means mastering 

inclusive pedagogical competencies (Meltz, Herman, & Pillay, 2014; Myers, 2014; Pantić & Florian, 

2015). Inclusive pedagogical competence is the competence of teachers to provide learning to 

students on the basis of diversity, specifically for students with disabilities. These competencies are 

needed in the context of inclusive learning. 

Aspects that must be mastered include (1) perception of appropriate instructional strategies; (2) 

the level of acceptance and readiness to teach students with disabilities; (3) the need for professional 

development of learning for students with disabilities; and (4) the ability to collaborate between 

regular teachers and special education teachers. Regular school teachers need to have inclusive 

pedagogical competencies (Mcghie-richmond, Irvine, Loreman, Cizman, & Lupart, 2013; Meltz et al., 

2014). 

4. Conclusion 

Slow learner students are students who have an IQ between 70-90, teachers especially 

classroom teachers should understand the condition of slow learner students, slow learner students are 

not stupid students, it's just that teachers need to have special strategies in teaching slow learner 

students: 
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Here are some things that the researcher summarizes based on studies from research and from 

the opinions of experts, namely: 1) teachers must modify learning, starting from the curriculum, 

material content, KKM, questions and assessment techniques, arranging seating positions and 

increasing study hours, 2) teachers must have self-efficacy, which is a belief from a teacher that he is 

capable of teaching slow learner students, 3) classroom teachers must understand inclusive pedagogy 

competencies, teachers must accept the diverse circumstances of their students, thus teachers will 

motivate or provide support to slow learner students. 
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