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Abstract
Inquisitive semantics is defined as a framework in logic and natural language semantics. It deals with a study of meaning that leads to the process of understanding the philosophy and descriptions of Malay ways of thinking. The objective of this study is to find out the meaning of the sprout of bamboo shoot motif (Pucuk Rebung motif) as a symbol of Riau Malay and its correlation to behavior of Riau Malays. This research is a qualitative descriptive study using inquisitive semantic analysis. Inquisitive semantics combines theory, data, and nature in its analysis. The data taken are regarding with one of the motifs used as a Riau Malay symbol, the sprout of bamboo shoot motif. The data were collected by using the observation technique. The data analysis technique was carried out through 3 stages, namely script semantic analysis (to find out the meaning), cognitive semantic analysis (to find out knowledge), and inquisitive semantic analysis (to find out reasons). The research findings revealed that that the sprout of bamboo shoot motif symbolizes high commitment and optimism to achieve goals. The bamboo shoots were chosen because they are known as the batik motif with three parallel stripes and used as border design on the edge of a sarong. The motif makes a person using it confident. The findings also revealed that the Malay people are used to deal with their environment and reflect it as imagery in expressing a piece of advice. The Malay people believe that environment is the best reflection for life.
Keywords: inquisitive semantics, sprout of bamboo shoot motif, Riau Malay

Abstract 
Semantik inkuisitif merupakan ilmu pengetahuan tentang makna yang berujung pada proses memahami falsafah atau asal-usul dan gambaran pemikiran Melayu. Penelitian ini bertujuan mengetahui makna motif Pucuk Rebung pada simbol Melayu Riau dan hubungannya dengan perilaku masyarakat Melayu menggunakan analisis semantik inkuisitif. Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian deskriptif kualitatif menggunakan analisis semantik inkuisitif. Semantik inkuisitif menggabungkan teori, data, dan alam dalam analisisnya. Data yang digunakan berupa salah satu motif yang digunakan sebagai simbol Melayu Riau yaitu Motif Pucuk Rebung. Teknik pengumpulan data pada dilakukan dengan metode simak amati. Teknik analisis data dilakukan melalui 3 tahapan, yaitu analisis sematik skrip (makna), analisis semantik kognitif (pengetahuan), dan analisis semantik inkuisitif (akal budi). Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa Motif Pucuk Rebung memiliki makna tekad yang kuat dalam mencapai tujuan, keberuntungan, dan harapan yang baik. Rebung dipilih karena dikenal sebagai motif ‘tumpal’. Penggunaan motif ini menjadi daya tarik utama dalam penggunaannya. Dapat diketahui bahwa masyarakat Melayu selalu berpikir dan bercermin dengan lingkungannya sebagai perumpamaan dalam mengungkapkan sebuah nasihat atau petuah. Masyarakat Melayu percaya bahwa alam adalah refleksi terbaik bagi kehidupan.  
Kata kunci: semantik inkuisitif, motif pucuk rebung, tenun Melayu 

1. INTRODUCTION 
It is very possible that every ethnic group has a handicraft symbolizing his/her character. The handicraft functions as a magnet that interests other people. Pebrianti and Muta'ali (2017) assured that a handicraft belonging to a certain group of people is a magnet and symbol for the group itself. In this context, knowledge on handicrafts is one of several ways to care about and understand the culture of the group. Each handicraft contains a particular meaning as a characteristic of the craft created by people of the group. Since a symbol is attached to the craft, it brings its own purpose and meaning. Nujhan (2019) affirmed that any handicraft contains certain symbols that implies certain meaning or message.
The Nujhan's point of view reassured that there is a reason for choosing certain motifs and symbols used on a handicraft. Riau Malay woven handicrafts, for instance, are full of meaning. The meaning is included in their motifs, yeast, or patterns, even to the tools used in making the crafts (Akkapurlaura, 2015; Lestari & Riyanti, 2017). Likewise, handicrafts and motifs that are presented on walls, fence, and roof of the house contain messages or meaning attached to the craft or motif so that they have their own characteristics (Rahmawati et al, 2017; Lebang, 2015; Linyang, et al, 2021).
Pucuk Rebung (sprout of bamboo shoot) motif is one of the prominent motifs in Riau Malay. The motif symbolizes high commitment and optimism to achieve goals. In addition, it is present in most of ‘songket’ (Malay woven cloth) which functions as the batik motif with three parallel stripes and used as border design on the edge of a sarong) (Laksana, 2019; Tahrir et al., 2017). Such frequent presence on the woven cloth showed that Pucuk Rebung motif has its certain value in the Riau Malay symbol, whether it is used on woven cloth, house walls, fences, and so on. The symbol possibly represents the heart and spirit of unity that exists in Riau. Given that phenomenon, the researchers are interested in carrying out a study to explore Pucuk Rebung motif as a Riau Malay Symbol: Inquisitive Semantic Analysis
Some studies on inquisitive semantics have been conducted by previous researchers. This research, of course, refers to the previous studies, for example research carried out by Suriati & Nor Hashimah in 2016. The research findings revealed that the choice of implicit utterances in the story of Anggun Cik Tunggal linked dimension to power, physical size, strength, and distance in a vertical and horizontal manner. The use and choice of these lexicons also shows the sensitivity of the Malays to their environment. It is interesting that physical dimension is softly taken and then it becomes a reflection of Malay ways of thinking.
Furthermore, research findings by Murthy et al., (2019) revealed that meaning of Tamil proverbs is obtained from the intellectual cohesion of the speaker's ways of thinking. In this case, the Indian people together with various fields such as behaviour, cultural, moral values, and etiquettes. A person in the social community shall adapt to the natural environment such as using the image of flora to reflect human behaviour figuratively.
In this study, the researchers examined the sprout of bamboo shoot motif based on its meaning and its correlation to the ways of thinking of the Malay community. Therefore, this study aims to find out the meaning and the Malay ways of thinking contained in Pucuk Rebung motif based on semantics, especially inquisitive semantics.
Semantics is a study in which its focus is on meaning (Khotimah, 2019; Oktavia, 2019). Inquisitive semantics is a semantic study that combines several components, such as data, theory, experience, and language philosophy as the result of appropriate ways of thinking to explain an object. Inquisitive semantics is an analysis of knowledge (cognitive) that focuses on implicit meaning of words that lead to an understanding of the philosophy of origin and description of ways of thinking (Daud & Subet, 2019). In addition, inquisitive semantics tries to provide curiosity about something that is unseen in an expression (Daud, 2018).
Inquisitive semantics not only discusses implicit meanings but also relates the chosen object to the philosophy and ways of thinking of the speaking community. There are several important points in Malay culture. First, a language reflects behaviour (Hermandra et al., 2018; Mujiyati, 2017). Second, Malay society highly upholds moral values ​​of etiquettes. Third, any word spoken is meaningful (Hermandra, 2021). Forth, Malay society is well-known for their politeness in speaking their language (Erni, 2016; Rahayu & Alber, 2019). Fifth, the Malay people are used to naming something linked to their environment. Finally, an action is taken pursuant to words or utterances used.

2. METHODS 
The method used in this study is the descriptive qualitative method. The researcher describes the findings of research in elaboration that can easily be understood by others. In the qualitative research method, the researchers analyzed the data in the form of events and ways of thinking of people individually and in groups clearly and in detail (Baihaqi, 2017; Ginting & Mulyadi, 2020; Hermandra et al., 2020). This research was carried out through four stages. They were collecting data, analyzing the data, presenting the findings of data analysis, and concluding the data. The data used in this study were Pucuk Rebung (sprout of bamboo shoot) motif used in Riau Malay symbol.
In addition, data collection of this study was carried out through an observation. The researchers observed Pucuk Rebung motif as a symbol of Riau Malay. Afterward, the data were analyzed through 3 stages. These stages are explained in the following figure.

Figure 1. Inquisitive Semantic Analysis Formula




3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
Pucuk Rebung or sprout of bamboo shoot motif is one of the most frequent and popular motifs in Riau Malay. The sprout of bamboo shoot is known as ‘tumpal’ (the batik motif with three parallel stripes and used as border design on the edge of a sarong) (Tahrir et al., 2017). In general, this motif is placed on a cloth or sarong, walls, and fences.
3.1 Script Semantics
The sprouts of bamboo shoot symbolize high commitment and optimism to achieve goals. It also deals with the process of making oneself to be useful for others.

Table 1 
The meaning of the Words “Pucuk” and “Rebung”
	Pucuk (sprout)
	1. n young leaves (at the top of a tree or at the tip of a branch);
2. n pointed end; peaks (trees, waves, etc.): -- fire; -- net; -- wave
3.  n the highest part
4. n numerical classifiers for pointed objects (such as needles), letters, and firearms: one -- letter; two -- guns
5. n  parts of young plants that are above the ground consisting of stems, twigs, and leaves

	Rebung (bamboo shoot)
	1. n stems of reeds that are still little and young, usually cooked and served as vegetables



3.1 Cognitive Semantics
Cognitive semantics generates from the study of meaning in which its analyses is based on cognitive processes or aspects of knowledge based on experience. In this case, the study of cognitive semantics uses aspects of the source domain and the target domain. The analysis is as presented below:
Pucuk (s) (peak, highest) 					s = source domain
Kebermanfaatan (t) (beneficial on others 			t = target domain
The word pucuk means "peak" (meaning number 2), and "the highest part" (meaning number 3) refers to the meaning of Pucuk Rebung motif which symbolizes an optimism in which the aim is benefiting others. 
Rebung (s) (little stem of bamboo) 		           		s = source domain
Good deeds shall be practiced since early ages (t)	 	t = target domain

The highest point is to be beneficial on other people. That how one brings a good impact on others is the principle that is promoted in Malay society since a Malay person is still green. It is believed that the promotion of the principle influences him/her when he/she grows. A proverb in Malay reads Alah bisa karena biasa. It means that someone can do something because he/she is used to do it. That is why good deeds must be continuously promoted and practiced since childhood so that he/she will implement it when he/she grows up.




3.2 Inquisitive Semantics
Several stages must be passed in inquisitive semantic analysis. The stages deal with why the word "Pucuk Rebung" (sprout of bamboo shoot) is used to refer to one of the motifs in the Malay symbol. Is it related to the environment and nature? Is the word full of meaning? To what extent is the word “Pucuk Rebung” valuable to the Malay people?
The word "rebung" (bamboo shoot) means "forerunner (future stems) of bamboo that are still little and young, usually cooked and served as vegetable". In addition, bamboo has been useful since it is very young, say for instance as ingredient for food. Bamboo shoots are young bamboo filled with itchy hair. It is called bamboo shoot because they are still covered with bamboo fronds. When they grow at a certain height, the bamboo frond will fall (Nurkholis et al., 2017; Tika et al., 2020). That is why if it is associated with the timeline of human, bamboo shoot can be analogy of babies or little children whom people must care about properly. The young children also should be advised so that they can grow and live well.
[image: 10 Manfaat Rebung bagi Kesehatan Tubuh (Wajib Tahu)]
Source: https://doktersehat.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/manfaat-rebung.jpg

Bamboo shoots, in terms of health, contain vitamins, minerals and 12 essential amino acids required by human beings (Haryani et al., 2014). The nutritional content of bamboo shoot is 85.63 gram of water, 2.50 gram of Protein, 0.20 gram of fat, 2.00 gram of glucose, 9.10 gram of fibre, 50.00 (mg) of phosphorus, 28.00 (mg) of calcium, 0.10 (mg) of Vitamin A, 1.74 (mg) of Vitamin B1, 0.08 (mg) of Vitamin B2, and 7.00 (mg) Vitamin C (Soverda & Evita, 2020; Sudargo et al., 2020). In addition, consuming bamboo shoots regularly is good to protect human beings from various types of diseases, including cancer (Haryani et al., 2014).
Bamboo shoots are found in Riau and are widely consumed by the Riau Malay people. This shows that the Malay people also concern with the meaning of a word based on its benefits. The Malay people believe that term of an object, for example name of a person contains wishes and pray. Such belief is appropriate to describe the belief above. Prayer is a hope or wish that anyone wants to reach and get. Philosophically, a word is full of meaning.
After certain period, bamboo shoots, which are covered with bamboo fronds, grow into bamboo stalks. The growth of the bamboo is marked by the bamboo fronds starting to fall one by one. The stem grows straight up. Linked to human beings’ life, it is the period when a person grows to be a teenager. A person has a big hope to reach his/her ambition. One of the several ways to reach the ambition is to get education as good as possible.

[image: Kisah Sebatang Bambu | pastellunar]
Source: https://pastellunar.files.wordpress.com/2011/09/bambubamboo-guides-blogspot-com.jpg

The texture of bamboo stalks is harder than bamboo shoots. That is why at the age of adolescence, a person reaches at a phase in which he/she endeavors to find his/her own identity. In addition, he/she will never give up easily and the character has been established during this phase. The character is in line with the characteristics of bamboo stalks in which the texture is hard. The age of bamboo can reach up to 100 years. During its age, bamboo can continue contributing to the welfare for people. Indeed, bamboo brings a lot of benefits. This is what the Malay people wish that a person must be beneficial or useful for himself/herself, his/her family, and his/her environment.
Furthermore, bamboo stalk grows tall. That is not all. The ends of the bamboo began to bend downwards. Then, branches of bamboo grow one by one, and the bamboo has many leaves. The interesting thing is that the bamboo is used to grow taller and taller. However, when it reaches a certain age, the end of the bamboo will be more bent.

[image: Banyuwangi Punya Hutan Bambu yang Magis]
Source: https://awsimages.detik.net.id/content/2014/09/22/1519/bam1.jpg

The lesson that can be taken is that bamboo depicts an adult human who has cared about people around him, such as his family. Bending down is an expression of responsibility and nurturing. When the bamboo grows high, he keeps looking down. It remains responsible for protecting bamboo shoots that start to grow. Like human, he/she must be responsible for him/herself and his/her environment and his/her family.
The older the bamboo is, the stronger and more flexible it is. Bamboo is often used for household purposes. Materials derived from bamboo can be used for pillars, floors, walls, and so forth. In addition, bamboo stalks are also used as the key material for making fishing gear, such as fishing rods and sempirai (a fish trap).

[image: gratis bambu kuning foto | Piqsels]
Source: https://p2.piqsels.com/preview/761/807/638/bamboo-grass-bamboo-plants-grasartig-thumbnail.jpg

The bamboo leaves starting to turn yellow and the tips of the bamboo getting lower towards the earth depict the humbleness. Dealing with human beings, it means that even though a person has abundant of experience and knowledge and reaches the top of his/her carrier, he/she will be back to the place where he/she starts his/her journey.
Furthermore, the bamboo will produce flowers when it is matured. The flower is a sign of the maturity of the bamboo. Flowers symbolize closeness to death and separation. However, the ideal death is a death that is remembered by others because the person is useful for other people. Like human beings, every living thing will surely separate from and leave the world. A Malay proverbs says “Gajah mati meninggalkan gading, harimau mati meninggalkan belang, manusia mati meninggalkan nama (Elephants die leaving their tusks, tigers die leaving their stripes, humans die leaving their names). It means that after a person passes away, it is expected that his/her goodness itself will be remembered by other people who know him/her. A good will is the reflection of good behaviour too.

[image: Bunga Bambu Kembang Pring]
Source: https://pusakadunia.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/bunga-bambu-kembang-pring_1.jpg

Malay language is rich in meaning. Every imagery word must contain certain meaning. The imagery word does not stand alone. Nature teaches us many things about life. Malay people believe that nature is the best reflection for life. Culture is the reflection of life too. A person should think deeply before speaking. He/she has to think whether what he/she says is important or not because what he/she says reflects his/her behaviour and identity. A Malay proverb says Jika hendak mengenal orang berbangsa, lihatlah dari budi Bahasa (If you want to know people of the nation, get to know them from their culture). This proverb means that Malay people uphold ethic or the language they use that contains piece of advice expressed both explicitly and implicitly.
In Malay culture, a good person will be remembered by people because of his kindness. Even though he/she has passed away long time ago, people will keep remembering him/her. Being kind to someone and remembering someone's kindness is very important in Malay culture. It clearly shows that in the culture of the Malay community, kindness is highly appreciated.

4. CONCLUSIONS
The Malays people are very selected when they name something They even named the motifs they used purposeful and meaningful. The sprout of bamboo shoot has a deep meaning for Malay people. It depicts high commitment and optimism. They chose the sprout of bamboo shoot as a symbol of the Malay since the plant has a lot of benefits. When bamboo is still young, it is useful for food ingredient. When it grows bigger, it is more and more beneficial. It can be used as materials to build a house. That is not all. It is used to make a fishing gear, poles, and so forth. In other words, a person must be useful for people around him and never be parasite that brings harm to other people.
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