Author response to Editors’ Comment

	No.
	Editors’ / reviewers’ comment
	Response to comment
	Lines


	1
	Remove brackets from reference numbers in the text
	done
	

	2
	Use more active sentence particularly in abstract

	done
	See abstract

	3
	Where did the data come from? How to get the data? What variables are being measured?
	From open data, Jakarta government.
Variable: monthly mortality data and mortality due to COVID-19
	See abstract

	4
	Mention the purpose and the benefit of the study in the end of INTRODUCTION
	Already mentioned in the last paragraph (highlighted in yellow)
	

	5
	Use appropriate/ contextual selected words in public health context
	done
	

	6
	Why using linear mixed model to forecast, what is the weakness (assumptions) and its strength
	Very few studies have utilized mixed linear models to forecast excess mortality. It has advantages:
1. Very efficient as it can simultaneously forecast across different area. While other method such as time series analysis will require to estimate each area separately. 
2. Provide better accuracy in excess mortality. The 95% confidence interval is smaller as compared to standard method such as the averaging method (5)
The model assumptions are similar to linear model such as no multicollinearity and linear in parameter
	

	7
	In quantification of excess mortality, please write it down systematically step by step, including the definition of expected mortality, total death, etc. 


	· Expected mortality is the estimated mortality during pandemic in the absence of COVID-19.
· Total death is the observed death (all-cause mortality) obtained from public data
These are already included in the method section
	

	8
	Why is this graph in the method? Better to just explain how
	Initially it was used to show why this study forecasted mortality from June not from April. The graph is moved to result section.
	

	9
	Why deviance is calculated as -2xLikelihood?
	Two is used so that the test statistic follows a chi-square distribution
	

	10
	Associate it with the analyzed variables so as not to seem theoretical.
	done
	

	11
	why June instead of April?
	The reasons were stated in the following statements. Mortality data in March and April 2020 could be miscounting due to circumstances as they show very different pattern (outlier) compared to the rest data. 
	

	12
	What is shown in the results, please explain in order in the method.
	
Done under quantification of excess mortality
	

	13
	Where is expecting mortality in Table 1?
	Already added in Table 1
	

	14
	The title is too long (Table 1 & Figure 2)
	done
	

	15
	Table 1: There is no explanation about this in the method
	For whole Jakarta is just simply adding all excess numbers from all municipalities. The explanation is already included under method section (quantification excess mortality)
	

	16
	Write down the discussion systematically why and compare with other studies
	done
	

	17
	Do not repeat the results of the research, but what are the results of the discussion.
	Have revised it
	

	18
	Use references based on online media (e-journal/e-book) and provide the URL/link each references. Use references in the last 10 years.
	All references are in the past 10 years with Doi links are already provided.
	



