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Abstract

The term ‘double predestination’ simply means that, just as God predestines some,
but Education is something that is very important for human life, and this is a divine
mandate. This study aims to determine the pattern of Christian education from time to
time and its implementation in the Industrial Revolution 4.0 era. This study uses a
qualitative method with a literature study approach by reading, observing and analyzing
literature sources on Christian education from time to time and its implementation in the
Industrial Revolution Era 4.0. The results show that the situations and conditions behind
the presence of education differ from time to time, but the similarity is that God has
appointed certain people as agents of education. Where the patterns that are applied are
harmonized with the surrounding conditions.
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INTRODUCTION

Education is very important in
human life, because in essence education is
a process of forming human behavior
intellectually  to  master  science,
emotionally to control oneself and morally
as a deepening and appreciation of cultural
values that grow and develop in society.
Education is a continuous and eternal
process.[1] This is in line with John
Dewey's statement which asserts that the

educational process has no end.[2] This
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also applies to Christian education, that its

implementation is valid for a lifetime to
help them to be entrusted to God's care,
according to Bochlke.[3] Where parents
and the church are the implementers.[4]
Christian education is one of the duties and
responsibilities of the church, because it is
part of the Great Commission of Jesus
(Matt. 28:19-20). The Great Commission is
not only great but the greatest commission

in history.[5] It is said to be great if it is

Page 13



Journal Didaskalia
E-ISSN: 2621-8054
P-ISSN: 2622-1667

based on who the person giving this
mandate is and it is said to be great
considering the magnitude of this
mandate.[6] The Great Commission is a
very important point in Christianity. This is
evidenced by all the Bibles that tells of this
subject (Matthew 28:16-20, Mark 16:15-
18, Luke 24:44-49, John 20:19-23; 21:15-
29, even Acts 1:6-8). The Great
Commission is God's longing and heart for
this  world.[7] Therefore, Christian
education must be carried out as if it is
absorbed in a legitimate church task, so it
must be carried out jointly and by all
members of the congregation.[8] This
ministry should not be neglected by the
church.

A church without a Christian
education is not a healthy church.[9]
Campbell Wykoff states that the goal of
Christian education is to make everyone
aware of God and His love.[10] In fact,
Martin Luther emphasized that the purpose
of Christian education is so that a person is
aware of his sins.[11]

With regard to education, the focus of
this research is the pattern of Christian
education from time to time and its
implementation in  the  Industrial
Revolution 4.0 era. This is important
because we are currently in the industrial

revolution 4.0 which is triggered by the
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development  of information and

communication technology. This
undeniable reality has proven to have an
impact on various fields of life, including
Christian religious education. The Church
has the duty to declare her function of
proclaiming the Gospel to the whole world
and teaching her people about the teachings

of Christ.[12]

The problem formulation of this
research is how is the pattern of Christian
education from time to time and its
implementation in  the  Industrial
Revolution 4.0 Era? The goal is to find a
pattern of Christian education that is
applied from time to time and its

implementation in the industrial era 4.0.

RESEARCH METHODS
In this study, the author uses a
qualitative method with a literature study
approach by reading, observing and
analyzing literary sources about the pattern
of Christian education from time to time
and its implementation in the Industrial

Revolution 4.0 Era.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

There is an ancient proverb that says
'Different fields of grasshoppers, different
depths of fish' means that each region has

different customs; one rule in one area can
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be different from the rules in another. The
meaning contained in this proverb is a
common and a reality in general. But in the
world of Christian education this is not
entirely the case, there are even
differences. Especially in terms of the
pattern of implementation. Based on
various literature searches that have been
carried out, the results are as follows.

First, there are different patterns
applied in the implementation of Christian
education from time to time, both during
the Old Testament, New Testament, and
during the church fathers, of course also in
the era of the industrial revolution 4.0.
Second, in the midst of the different
patterns applied in each of these eras, there
are also similarities in providing education,
namely with a dialogical approach between
educators and students.

The presence of the Industrial
Revolution 4.0 era is a challenge but also
brings many positive opportunities[13] for
the continuity of Christian education.
Sophisticated information technology that
changes various aspects of human life can
be an effective and efficient means for
Christian education which must be
managed with creative patterns in order to
convey the 'educational mandate' properly
and relevantly.

Religious Education in the Old
Testament Education in the Old Testament

DIDASKALIA: Vol 4, No 1 April 2021

era which is also known as Jewish
Education is something very important in
the process of Christian Religious
Education. This is because there is a
common thread between education in the
Old Testament Era and the pattern and
practice of Christian Religious Education
to date. The Old Age Education had a great
contribution to  Christian  Religious
Education, one of which was the practice
of God-centered education. This is one of
the most beautiful inheritances.[14]

Since and after the exile the Israelites
were active and diligent in learning[15]
where Allah is considered the main
teacher, who entrusts the task of religious
education to prophets, priests, poets and
wise men[16] whom Robert W. Pazmino
calls the agent of OIld Testament
education.[17] where in general only boys
became his disciples and received various
teaching materials, namely the election of
Abram, the creation of the heavens and the
earth, the liberation from Egypt, the Law,
the occupation of the promised land, the
beginning the kingdom and the prophet's
testimony about the tendency of the people
of Israel to deviate and rebel against God,
which, in general, the memorization
method is the focus.[18]

The theological basis of Jewish
religious education is first of all God's call
to Abram, where the basis of His election
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was not because of the results of Abram'’s
and his family's actions but because of His
grace.[19] Based on this personal call, the
Jewish leaders concluded that each new
generation needed to be introduced to its
heritage. The Jews in general and every
family, especially the father, were assigned
to pass on the riches of the Jewish faith to
each new generation. That belief is evident
in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, which is nothing
but an educational mandate mandated to
parents to teach their children. Where the
ultimate goal is to instill God's love which
is expressed through faithfulness and
obedience.[20]

In Jewish society, the family is the
most important and decisive educational
institution. During the Babylonian exile,
the family was the first and foremost center
of education and the transmission of Jewish
traditions for their children. They are also
the first teachers for their children. To
fulfill  the

requirements, parents are required to be

expected educational
lifelong students.[21] Where they must
love God with all their heart, soul and
strength, then pass it on to their children
from generation to generation.

The character and pattern of Jewish
education is different from other education
systems. Flavius Josephus, the first century

Jewish historian stated ‘“‘our primary
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concern is the education of our children;
and we think, this education is the most
important business in all life to obey the
laws given to us, and keep all the rules of
wrong that have been passed down to
us."[22]

Torah, as a source of Jewish
education, is studied as a legal text that
provides guidance and direction on how to
build an ethical and religious life properly.
Although Jewish education was centered
on the law, this does not mean that they
denied other knowledge. Instead, they
accept and study it, in relation to the law.
For example, in the study of the law on
halal and haram food. The method of basic
education in the family is quite simple. In
addition to teaching reading and writing,
parents teach by telling stories. They tell
stories of important figures and events in
the history of their nation. This serves to
evoke a sense of patriotism in the child.
Since childhood, children are accustomed
to studying and memorizing the texts of the
Bible.

Several stages of Jewish education.
After basic education in the family, the
second stage of basic education is
calledBeit-Safar (The Hebrew; Book
House), is intended for boys aged 5-10
years. This education generally takes place
in the synagogue. Under the guidance of a
scribe or rabbi, for the next five years, they
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were required to memorize the entire
Torah. The next stage of Jewish education
is calledBeit Talmud (Study House) which
is intended for boys aged 10-14 years. In
this education, they memorize the Torah
and the prophets and other books. At the
age of 14, they are expected to memorize
the entire Tanakh (Hebrew Bible).
Education in the Beit Talmud is an
important stage in the education of Jewish
boys because at this time they learn
rhetoric, or the art of debating.

The next stage of education, those
who are best in education at the Beit-
Talmud, are allowed to continue their
studies at Beit Midrash (Study House).
Education at this stage lasts at least 14
years. His main goal was to become a

scribe.

Religious Education
in the New Testament

If the religious education of the
Jewish era, God was the center, then
religious education in the New Testament
was focused on Jesus, the Great Teacher.
[23] Jesus was a charismatic teacher,
emphasized Perkins.[24] More than
anyone would say, Jesus himself called
himself a teacher (Matt. 23:8; Mark 14:14;
Luke 22:11 and John 13:13-14). Jesus was
truly a perfect teacher, both divine and
human.[25] In the Old Testament, it was
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generally the boys who became the
students. Not so in the New Testament,
Jesus taught a crowd of men or women;
both in the synagogue, and in public spaces
i.e. in the fields, on the hills, also on the
lake with various patterns, including
lectures,[26] memorization, dialogue, case
studies, parables.[27] The Master's
creativity and skill in teaching is shown
when He uses local contexts to explain
abstract spiritual matters.[28]

In His teaching, Jesus taught about
the Kingdom of God, Himself and the
future.[29] Jack Saymour states that if
Christian education is to enrich today's
congregations, it is necessary to pay
attention to the way Jesus taught.[30]

Christian Education in the Era of the
Church Fathers Different eras have
different conditions behind religious
education. The implementation of religious
education in the Jewish era occurred
because of the people's awareness of the
need to return to obedience to God.
Whereas what happened in this era, the
ancient church was faced with four
challenges[31] namely the culture of the
gods; the church was challenged to find
ways to make use of the intellectual fruit of
the Greeks and Romans without
expropriating its contents contrary to the
Bible; the church was challenged to clarify
its creed in the midst of the religious and
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intellectual currents known in Greek-
Roman times; and faced with various
accusations that weakened their faith, that
they were accused of being godless
because in their worship there were no
idols.

In the conditions faced by the ancient
church, five great educators emerged,
namely Clementus (150-215 AD), Origen
(185-224 AD), Jerome (345-420 AD),
Chrysostom (347-407 AD), Augustine
(354-430 AD). Where each has its own
pedagogical principles. According to
Clementus, the teacher who plays the most
important role in Christian religious
education is not someone who stands in
front of the class, but Jesus the word of
God.[32] Origen, a disciple of Clementus,
had a pedagogical principle, namely that
the ability of human thinking was limited,
therefore he needed revelation from God
through the Bible and Jesus Christ. He
developed an allegorical interpretation
method because with this method he could
reveal the hidden meaning in the
passage.[33] In contrast to the previous two
pedagogues, Hieronimus stated that the
responsible teacher would choose the
curriculum according to the needs of the
students. The pedagogical principle that is
still very relevant is to teach students
something that cannot be rejected in the
future, and the need to providerewards to
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students  appropriately and  avoid

punishment which is not wise.[34]

The pedagogical principle of
Chrisostomos requires parents to educate
their children from a young age to act
politely and respect all life, especially
spiritual ones. In telling Bible stories to
students, it is necessary to consider age to
be relevant.[35]

While Aurelius Augustinus gave his
pedagogical principle, namely the teaching
style of a teacher needs to be adapted to the
unique nature of each student and the need
to apply the dialogue method in
teaching.[36]

In the Reformation era, the
reformers, their role in Christian education
was in returning the main teachings to the
Bible, as text book. Their other roles
include publishing handbooks. They also
pioneered the establishment of official
Christian schools. Martin Luther, for
example, he developed the curriculum, in
addition to the Bible courses are: language,
rhetoric, logic, literature, literature, history.
During the Reformation period and after,
as Martin Luther and John Calvin did, it
brought about a change in modern
Christian education in the sense of being
open to research in the social sciences and
reasoning.[37]

Through his writings Martin Luther
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sought to reform education and the
teachings of the Reformation[38] and in his
letter sent in 1524 to the Councilors of all
the cities in Germany which organized
Christian schools was evidence of his
serious concern for Christian
education.[39]

Not limited to the scope of the school,
Luther also reformed education in the
church, which he called the responsibility
of the preacher, therefore the preacher must
have good academic and oratory
abilities.[40]

educational activities should be centered

According to  him,

on reading, writing and studying the Bible
rather than classical books because the
Bible is a source truth.[41] For Luther, the
goal of Christian education is to protect and
develop the people's personality, therefore
teaching must be a top priority, taught by
responsible and exemplary educators.[42]
In the field of education, Calvin's
approach accepts contemporary
educational theories and methodologies,
but the aims of education must remain in
accordance with the objectives of the code
of conduct of the Scriptures, namely
matters concerning the divine character
and discipline of Christian life.[43]
Christian Education in the Industrial
Revolution 4.0 The industrial revolution
occurred four times. The first occurred in

England in 1784 where the invention of the
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steam engine and mechanization began to
replace  human work. The second
revolution occurred at the end of the 19th
century in which production machines
powered by electricity were used for mass
production activities. Furthermore, the
third revolution was marked by the use of
computer technology for manufacturing
automation starting in 1970. And now we
are in the fourth industrial revolution,
known as Industry 4.0. Industry Terms

4.0 itself was officially born in
Germany precisely when it was held
Hanover Fair in 2011. Various opinions
define Industry 4.0, among others, Merkel
argues that Industry 4.0 is a comprehensive
transformation of various aspects.[44]
Kagermann defines Industry 4.0 as the
integration of Cyber Physical System
(CPS) and Internet of Things and Services
(1oT and loS) into industrial processes
including manufacturing and logistics and
other processes. CPS is a technology that
combines the real world with the virtual
world.[45] The Industrial Revolution 4.0 is
indeed a challenge but also brings many
positive opportunities that offer many
benefits.

This era marked by the sophistication
of information technology raises hopes and
worries that have an impact on changes in
communication that change human

relations,[46] and influencing relationships
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in evangelism.[47] Responding to this era,
Iswarahadi emphasized the need to respond
positively while using it wisely for
preaching the gospel.[48] DW Lee, stated
that this era should be seen as a facility and
infrastructure permitted by God that must
be used for preaching the word.[49]
Kristianto emphasized the same thing that
educators need to use these facilities to
develop strategies for Christian religious
education.[50]

Aryanto Budiono, in his article Word
Teaching Innovation in the 4.0 Industrial
Revolution Era[51] provide several
solutions to address the industrial era 4.0 in
conveying the word, namely through Live
Streaming, Youtube as well as through
various social media such as facebook,

Instagram, WhatsApp, Twitter.

CONCLUSION

Through the study of Christian
education (religion) which was carried out
during the Old Testament and New
Testament times, as well as in the era of the
church fathers, a picture of the pattern of
educational practice was obtained, that is,
even though the underlying situations and
conditions were different from one era to
another, there were nevertheless one thing
in common, that is, God has appointed His
chosen people to convey his heart.

History also proves that in different
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eras and different  environmental
conditions from one era to another,
Christian education was served creatively
by people who were appointed by Him as
the embodiment of the implementation of
the divine mandate. Next, about how to
deal with the Industrial Revolution 4.0?
Several writers, as already described,
agreed to emphasize that this era marked
by wvarious changes must be faced
positively and creatively in order to serve
Christian education which is basically an
inseparable part of the Great Commission

of Christ.
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