4'L-ISHLAH

Contents list available at Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

Al-Ishlah: Jurnal Pendidikan
ISSN: 2087-9490_(Printed); 2597-940X (Online)

IR Journal Homepage: http://www.journal.staihubbulwathan.id/index.php/alishlah

English Extensive Reading Material Needs in
Digital Era

Nurul Lailatul Khusniyah *
DOI: 10.35445/alishlah.v13i1. 560

Article Info

Abstract

Keywords:
Digital Era
English
Material
Reading

Kata kunci:
Era Digital
Bahasa Inggris
Bahan Ajar
Membaca

Teaching material is the primary need for the teaching and learning process.
Advanced technology has influenced the paradigm of material presenting. This
study was to identify material needs for English extensive reading courses in the
digital era. The study used a qualitative approach through the descriptive
qualitative method. Data is taken from observation, interview, and
questionnaire. Data validity used triangulation, and analysis data used data
reduction, data display, and taking conclusion. The result of findings shows that
the need of teaching materials for learning extensive reading in English must be
in line with the curriculum so that students can answer global challenges, the
industry, technological developments, and changes in human life that continue
to develop. The presentation of the material is also directed at implementing
digital facilities that are easily accessible by students. The study results also have
implications for exploring the ability to read digital sources and material
variations according to student needs or globalization competition.

Abstrak

Materi ajar menjadi kebutuhan utama dalam proses pembelajaran dan
pengajaran. Paradigma penyajian materi ajar di kelas dipengaruhi oleh
kemajuan teknologi. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengidentifikasi
kebutuhan materi ajar untuk pembelajaran membaca ekstensif bahasa Inggris
di era digital. Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif. Data diambil
melalui observasi, wawancara dan kuesioner. Validasi data menggunakan
triangulasi dan teknik analisis data terdiri dari tahap reduksi data, penyajian
data dan penarikan simpulan. Hasil temuan menyimpulkan bahwa kebutuhan
materi ajar untuk pembelajaran membaca ekstensif bahasa Inggris harus
sesuai dengan kurikulum agar mahasiswa mampu menjawab tantangan
global, dunia industri, perkembangan teknologi, dan perubahan kehidupan
manusia yang terus berkembang. Materi ajar juga diarahkan pada
implementasi fasilitas digital yang mudah diakses oleh mahasiswa. Hasil
penelitian juga berimplikasi pada ekplorasi kemampuan membaca sumber
digital dan variasi materi yang sesuai kebutuhan mahasiswa ataupun
persaingan globalisasi.
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INTRODUCTION

The development of technology has provided enormous changes to the learning and teaching
process in the classroom (Szymkowiak, Melovi¢, Dabi¢, Jeganathan, & Kundi, 2021). Especially in
the Covid-19 pandemic era, technological advances have helped to learn activities run efficiently, and
learning objectives can be achieved according to the predetermined curriculum. Learning activities
that change from face-to-face to online demand a quality learning activity (Daumiller et al., 2021).
In addition, the provision of teaching materials is also more accessible, and students can access
teaching materials through various applications or technology devices. Thus, teachers must
understand the needs of teaching materials by the global challenges of technological advances so that
they can meet the needs of students in order they become qualified graduates in facing the challenges
of global competition. Teachers are required to integrate technology in the classroom (Uerz, Volman,
& Kral, 2018) which is presented in teaching materials.

Teaching materials have a significant role in the learning process, such as in the English
Extensive Reading course at UIN Mataram. This course aims to improve reading skills by reading
many books that students have to present and building students’ awareness of reading and habits
(Iftanti & Shofiya, 2018). However, in the era of the Covid-19 pandemic, there are many challenges
in providing various authentic teaching materials that suit students' needs or current conditions
(Guo, 2012).

The results of student background analysis and student learning activities during the 2019-
2020 odd semester conclude that students rarely use printed books in class or used them in
presenting extensive reading performance. In addition, the results of the interviews also showed that
students prefer to find learning materials through technological devices such as smartphones. Also,
the current concept of literacy has shifted to digital literacy (Shariman, Razak, & Noor, 2012).
Reading competence has the primary role in 21 century that help everyone to face the future
challenge (Alexander et al., 2012). Everyone has a different competence (Duncan, Mcgeown,
Griffiths, Stothard, & Dobai, 2016).

Therefore, the need for teaching materials in the Extensive Reading course needs to be tailored
to the needs of students and by the current digital era (Pop, 2015). Digital authentic material can
encourage a better learning process and better student achievement (Purwaningrum & Yusuf, 2020),
such as contextual internet-based instructional material (Manurung, 2015). Also, technology has
motivated students to read some books online or in print (Loh & Sun, 2019). Advances in technology
have also built creativity in creating E-reader applications that can be used in classrooms for students
(Hashim & Vongkulluksn, 2018). However, E-reader needs a high cost if the teachers want to apply
it in the class. Even teachers still have to make extensive reading teaching materials relevant to the
digital era and make students active readers (Wahyuningsih, 2018).

Thus, this research is aimed at the concept of teaching material needs that are relevant to the
digital era by paying attention to the components of the time and place of reading, the physical
structure of the text, and the way other people in the social context related to the text (Evans, 2017).
Student experiences present these components. This is because digital reading technology has
changed the behaviour, values , and thoughts regarding reading time as a form of pleasure in
everyday life (Hupfeld, Sellen, O’Hara, & Rodden, 2013). Therefore, this study is different from
previous research related to teaching materials for reading learning. The concept of the study is
based on the development of the student's learning environment and the development of human life,
as well as the need for an educational process that can balance global needs. Teaching materials as
an element in achieving educational goals are essential to be developed. This is the main reason for
conducting this research.

This research is expected to make a real contribution to the teachers that teaching materials
must be tailored to the needs of students and the development of human life, both science and
technology. This means that the teaching materials in the classroom must be authentic according to
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the times and changing life. Moreover, reading is one of the competencies that plays an essential role
in facing global challenges.

METHODS

The research used a qualitative approach through a descriptive qualitative method. It explored
the phenomenon of the problem of English extensive reading material for students in a digital era.
The data is collected using a questionnaire that is distributed to students in the Extensive Reading
Subject. The study identified students’ responses or comments in the questionnaire. Then, it is
categorized and analyzed. The result of data analysis presented using percentage frequencies. In
contrast, observation and interview were used in the preliminary study to identify a problem. The
questionnaire was designed to refer to the Nunan theory (Tomlinson, 2013), and it combined with
the role of extensive reading learning (Ghanbari & Marzban, 2014). The questionnaire will assess
using the Likert scale.

Components of material Role of Extensive Reading in Class Number
Material related to the current Input material is relevant with the program 1,2
curriculum study curriculum in university
Material is authentic and related to the 1. It increases the vocabulary from the 3,4,5
advanced in technology context text

2. It can consolidate previously learned
the language
3. It encourages exploitation of textual
redundancy
It builds the interactive process between 1. It increases students' exposure to 6,7,8
text and students language
2. It helps build trust with extended text
Focusing on the formal language aspect It can improve the general language 9,10
competence of students
It supports students’ ability to learn It motivates students to read 11,12
Students can implement their ability out 1. It can improve other English students’ 13,14,15
of class skills
2. It facilitates the development of
predictive skills

The study participants are the third-semester students in the 2019-2020 academic years, 90
students. They are taken from 3 classes of Extensive Reading Course. The sample is taken using
randomly. The analysis data used the Miles and Huberman concept (Miles & Huberman, 1994).
There are three steps, including 1) data reduction is the process of identifying the problem and
collecting data, 2) display data is presented data as a category and analysis of data, and 3) taking
conclusion. The data validation process was done through triangulation analysis.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The questionnaire data analyzed show that the need for English extensive reading materials
in the digital era must be linked to technological developments the industrial and global challenges.
It means that the material studied by students can be used in the industry, which has developed very
rapidly in line with changes in human life that continue to advance. Teaching materials can also be
presented and accessed easily using technology devices. The following is the percentage and average
value of the questionnaire data that has been processed. This data describes the results of the analysis
of the needs for English Extensive Reading Materials;

Table 1. English Extensive Reading Material Needs

Number Items % Average

1 Extensive reading material related to the goals of learning from university 100 4.8
and program study curriculum

2 Extensive reading material must be relevant to the national curriculum 8o 3.9
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3 Extensive reading material build the students’ comprehending toward 95 4.6
vocabulary meaning both literal or contextual

4 Extensive reading material can make students associate text with previous 100 4.8
learning experiences and knowledge

5 Extensive reading material can be explored more broadly concerning 90 4.3
various learning sources by utilizing technological devices

6 Students can explain the contents of the text literally, and others can 97 4.7
understand the context and explanation

7 Students have confidence in explaining the text or reading sources that have 85 4
been read

8 Extensive reading material make students able to dissect the text more 90 4.3
deeply with their level of confidence and experience

9 Extensive reading material can improve students' understanding of aspects 100 4.8
of formal language related to text

10 Extensive reading material make students able to identify formal grammar 90 4.3
well in the text

11 Reading text increases the enthusiasm of students in reading 80 3.9

12 Varied reading texts in various scientific fields build students' high interest 87 4.2
in reading

13 Reading text used in class can improve other language skills 95 4.6

14 Reading text is able to facilitate students' reading needs 80 3.9

15 The material can develop reading skills that can be applied in students' daily 85 4
lives

The table data illustrates that the level of need for English Extensive Reading Materials. Each
percentage and average value that has been described the level of need for learning materials. The
need for extensive reading materials must build a series of activities that guide teachers and students
through learning pathways at the right level of difficulty and involve both motivation and practical
goals. The material must contain many things that teachers usually do as part of their teaching,
namely: stimulating student interest, reminding them in advance about learning, telling them what
they will learn later, explaining the content of new material, connecting ideas with student learning
previously, it takes students to think of new material, helps them to get feedback on learning,
encourages them to practice, ensures what they know, allows them to correct their learning progress,
and helps them do better in learning.

In addition, the findings indicate that the material needs for students related to the level of
understanding of knowledge, among others (Clarke, Truelove, Hulme, & Snowling, 2014);

1. The linguistic level where the reader manages and processes the word itself and its meaning.

2. Microstructure level where the reader isolates words to manage and process the more
significant meaning of the text.

3. Macrostructure level where the reader manages and processes theme, topic, and genre
information about the text.

Therefore, teachers can present material in videos, DVDs, e-mails, Youtube, dictionaries,
grammar books, readers, notebooks, or exercises. In addition, the material can be drawn from
newspapers, photography, native speakers, teacher instructions, practice on cards, or discussions
between students. Moreover, advances in digital technology provide easy access for everyone in
presenting teaching materials. Teachers have a bigger challenge in preparing extensive reading
teaching materials in the digital era because the material provided can stimulate students to build
digital reading habits (Sun, Loh, & Nie, 2021; Johnsson-Smaragdi & Jonsson, 2006). In current
conditions, teaching materials must be presented with a digital model (Larson, 2012).

Thus, extensive reading material can answer challenges in the learning and teaching process
because reading ability is a complex social phenomenon. Essentially reading is a process to achieve
success in social life. Reading is understanding the meaning in the text and understanding the
phenomena of social life in society. It means that the material designed by the teacher can facilitate
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the needs of this phenomenon. As has been found, activities in extensive reading learning lead to
understanding the content of reading related to how a person understands the context and has
experienced it. In addition, the data findings indicate that students have a lot of knowledge about the
themes in reading that can be used in developing reading interest.

From the findings, it is known that teaching materials must be designed according to
students' needs, which are related to current global conditions. It means learning objectives from
teaching materials that are designed to be relevant to the curriculum in the study program. In
extensive reading courses, students have to build vocabulary from printed books or texts that are
read literally and in context. Thus, the materials that students learn can relate to the experience and
knowledge that they have previously. The design of materials must also direct students to use various
learning resources through technological devices. This, of course, can provide a different experience
in understanding the content of the text. Students can also study various variations of texts from
various sciences

CONCLUSION

The findings concluded that students needed extensive reading learning teaching materials
that were by the current curriculum development and the objectives of the educational process in
the English education study program. Teaching materials presented to students must follow science
(authentic) and technology used to facilitate learning activities. The reading texts given to students
must meet both the language aspect and the text content related to the learning experience and
student knowledge. In addition, teaching materials must also build enthusiasm and confidence in
students in understanding the context of reading texts from various sources. These findings have
implications for the development of teaching material models that can meet the needs of students,
graduates who want to be created by universities, and the development of human life that continues
to develop. However, research is still limited to identifying the need for extensive reading materials.
Therefore, research results can still be developed to identify the need for extensive reading materials
related to the technology or global needs in the industry because reading skills are fundamental in
real life. This ability is useful for graduates in understanding situations that occur both literally and
in context.
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