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ABSTRACT

Larasmawati, Luluk. 2014. Lemuel Gulliver’s Social Criticisms on Liliput
Country as the Portrayal of England in Gulliver’s Travels Movie. Study
Program of English, Department of Languages and Literatures, Faculty of Cultural
Studies, Universitas Brawijaya. Supervisor: Dyah Eko Hapsari; Co-Supervisor:
Fariska Pujiyanti

Keyword: criticism, sociology, cultural relativism, ethnocentrism

In the society, there are a lot of different cultures that exist. To say that a
culture is correct or incorrect would imply that someone can judge the culture by
their own standard of right and wrong. In cultural relativism, all points of view
about the standard of culture are equal, and the truth is relative. In Gulliver’s Travels
(2010) movie, Gulliver breaks the term of cultural relativism. The Liliputian’s
values are not the same with Gulliver’s values as an American. Gulliver thinks that
his culture is better than Liliputians, so he gives criticism on the people of Liliput
country. The criticism of Lemuel Gulliver does as an American toward the life of
people in Liliput country which is portrayal of England, will be main problem in
this study.

Sociological approach is applied in conducting this study since it focusses
on Lemuel Gulliver’s social criticism on Liliput Country as the portrayal of
England. To get a wider knowledge about Lemuel Gulliver’s social criticism on
England the writer includes some information about American and British society
at glance.

This study finds that there are some criticisms that Lemuel Gulliver gives
on the people of Liliputians: (1) Criticism on Liliputians’s Social Status, (2)
Criticism on Liliputians’s custom marriage, (3) Criticism on Liliputians’s rigidity,
and (4) Criticism on Liliputians’s architecture. The writer suggests English
Department students who want to take the same material object to use other literary
theory, such as feminism.



ABSTRAK

Larasmawati, Luluk. 2014. Kritik Sosial Lemuel Gulliver pada Negara Liliput
sebagai Gambaran dari Negara Inggris di Film Gulliver’s Travels. Program
Studi Sastra Inggris, Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra. Fakultas Ilmu Budaya, Universitas
Brawijaya. Pembimbing I: Dyah Eko Hapsari; Pembimbing II: Fariska Pujiyanti.

Kata Kunci: kritik, sosiologi, relativisme budaya, ethnocentrisme

Di dalam masyarakat, terdapat banyak budaya yang berbeda. Untuk
mengatakan bahwa sebuah budaya adalah benar atau salah itu bisa dikatakan bahwa
seseorang dapat menilai budaya berdasarkan standar mereka sendiri. Pada
relativisme budaya, semua sudut pandang tentang standar budaya adalah sejajar,
dan kebenaran itu relatif. Pada film Gulliver’s Travels (2010), Gulliver
mematahkan istilah relativisme budaya yang ada. Nilai sosial masyarakat Liliput
tidak sama dengan nilai sosial Gulliver sebagai seorang Amerika. Gulliver berfikir
bahwa budayanya lebih baik dari pada budaya masyarakat Liliput, jadi dia memberi
kritikan kepada masyarakat Liliput. Kritikan dari Lemuel Gulliver sebagai seorang
Amerika pada kehidupan masyarakat di Negara Liliput sebagai gambaran dari
Negara Inggris menjadi masalah utama di studi ini.

Pendekatan sosiologi diterapkan dalam melakukan penelitian ini karena
mengkonsentrasikan pada kritik sosial yang dilakukan oleh Lemuel Gulliver di
Negara Liliput sebagai penggambaran dari Negara Inggris. Untuk mendapatkan
pengetahuan yang lebih luas tentang kritik sosial Lemuel Gulliver di Inggris penulis
memasukkan beberapa informasi tentang masyarakat Amerika dan Inggris.

Studi ini menunjukkan bahwa ada beberapa kritik yang Lemuel Gulliver
berikan kepada orang-orang Liliput: (1) Kritikan pada status sosial di masyarakat
Liliput, (2) Kritikan pada perjodohan di Negara Liliput, (3) Kritikan pada gaya
hidup yang kaku di masyarakat Liliput, dan (4) Kritikan pada arsitektur di negara
Liliput. Penulis menyarankan kepada siswa Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra Inggris yang
ingin mengambil objek material yang sama dapat menganalisa film ini dengan
menggunakan teori sastra lainnya, seperti feminisme.



REFERENCES

Althen, Gary; American Ways: A Guide for Foreigners in the United States;
Intercultural Press, 2003.

Barber, Charles, Joan C. Beal and Philip A. Shaw 2009. The English language. A
historical   introduction. Second edition of Barber (1993). Cambridge:
University Press.

Benedikter, Roland. (n.d). Lifestyles. Retrieved April, 21, 2014 from
http://www.iis-db.stanford.edu/pubs/23328/Lifestyles.pdf

Boggs, Joe and Dennis Petrie. (2008). The Art of Watching Film. Retrieved:
February 14, 2013 from http:/en.bookfi.org/book/102993

Bourdieu, P. (1987). Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste.
Harvard: Harvard    University Press.

Bredemeyer, Dana. (2001). Architecture Definitions. Retrieved: June, 20, 2014
from: http://www.bredemeyer.com

Burchell, RA and Eric Homberger in Bradbury, Malcom and Howard Temperly,
eds. (1998). Introduction to America Studies, 3rd edition, New York: Addison
Wesley Longman Inc.

Chan, Tak Wing. (2001). Social Status. Retrieved February, 21, 2014 from
http://www. assets.cambridge.org

Cris, Livesey. (2005). AS Sociology For AQA. Retrieved December 11, 2013 from
http://www.sociology.org.uk/as4def.pdf

Deveroux, john. (2003). Popular Culture and Influence. Britain: Southamton
College.

Diana, Ayton-Shenker, 1995. The Challenge of Human Rights and Cultural
Diversity, Background Note from the UN Web site at http://www.un.org/.

Doda, Zerihun. (2005). Introduction to Sociology. Debub University.



Emerson,Ralph Waldo. (1841). Self-Reliance. Reterieved April, 21, 2014 from
http://www.math.dartmouth.edu

Green, Arnold W. (1972). Sociology: An Analysis of Life in Modern Society.
McGraw-Hill Book Company.

Gulliver’s Travels. (2010) Directed by  Rob Letterman. America, Twentieth
Century Fox [film].

Green, Arnold W. (1972). Sociology: An Analysis of Life in Modern Society.
McGraw-Hill Book Company.

Hitchins, Pauline. (2007). A Guide to Victorian Housing Styles. Retrieved june, 23,
2014 from http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au

Hogg, Richard. (2002). An Introduction to Old English. Edinburgh University
Press. Retrieved April, 23, 2014 from
http://www.classcomtois.pbworks.com/f/An-Introduction-to-Old-
English.pdf

Nachbar, jack. (1992). Popular Culture: An Introductory Text. Bowling Green:
Bowling Green State University Press.

Ningtyas, Kartika Dian. (2011). The Manifestation of Stereotypes and Prejudices
as Cause of Racial Conflict between White and Black Americans in John
Grisham’s A Time to Kill. Malang: Universitas Brawijaya

Nooradin, Hoshiar. (2012). Architectural Identity in an Era of Change. Retrieved
May, 20, 2014 from
http://www.iiste.org/Journals/index.php/DCS/article/download/3190/3240

Putri, Fiqih Setiani. (2010). Cultural Differences Reflected in Bride and Prejudice
Movie. Malang: Universitas Brawijaya

Rachel, James. (2003). The Elements of Moral Philosophy. Retrieved  December
11, 2013 fromhttp://people.umass.edu/cox/cultural_relativism.pdf

Shanawez, Hossain MD. (N.D). Human Security in Asia: by Universal Human
Right or Cultural Relativism?. Retrieved December 6, 2013 from



http://www.humansecurityconf.polsci.chula.ac.th/Documents/Presentations/
Shanawez.pdf

Spencer, Helen. (2012). What is culture? A Compilation of Quotations. Retrieved
April, 23, 2014
fromhttp://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/globalpad/openhouse/intercultu
ralskills/global_pad_-_what_is_culture.pdf

Sumner, William G. (1906). Folkways: A study of of the sociological importance of
usages, maners, customs, mores and morals. New York: Mentor

Wojtczak, Helena. (2009). British women’s emancipation since the renaissance.
Retrieved February, 20, 2014 from
http://www.historyofwomen.org/opression.htm


