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ABSTRACT

Musfiroh, Uci Nuril. 2013. A Study of Euphemism Used by President Barack
Obama in the First Inaugural Address. Study Program of English, Faculty of
Cultural Studies, Department of Language and Literature Universitas Brawijaya,
Supervisor: Isti Purwaningtyas; Co-Supervisor: Didik Hartono.

Key words: Sociolinguistics, euphemism, speech, President Barack Obama

As human being, we must understand about communication and its function
for daily life. It could be meaningful if it is done by two or group of people.
Language is a best tool to conduct communication in order to show ideas and
emotion. In fact language affects speech norms of a particular community, it depends
on how the society using language. In this study the writer is interested in analyzing
euphemism, it is about using mild language to prevent the harsh language in
particular terms. The writer examines euphemistic expressions used by President
Barack Obama in inaugural address. This study attempts to answer the two research
problems, namely: (1) what are types of euphemism used by President Barack Obama
in his inauguration speech, and (2) what are motives of President Barack Obama in
using euphemisms in his inauguration address.

In analyzing the types of euphemism in this study, the writer uses the theory
of Beatrice Warren (1992). She gives four devices for euphemism formation: word
formation devices, phonemic maodification, loan words, and semantic innovation.
Later in analyzing motives in using euphemism, the writer uses theory of Stephen
Ullman (1962) where he has three categories of euphemism motives: fear, delicacy
fall and propriety. This study uses a qualitative approach to analyze the data in form
of transcript that containing euphemistic expression used by Obama.

In the result shown in the transcript proved that Obama used several types of
euphemism: 2 compounding, 8 implication, 23 metaphor, 8 metonym, and 2 reversal.
In addition, the analysis of motives in using euphemistic expressions found in the
inaugural address transcript is 18 motives of delicacy fall, and 25 motives propriety.

The study is expected to be useful for student who concerns in English
language and literature department and certainly for students who focus on
euphemism research. Through this study, the writer also hopes that this study can
help the next researcher to develop this research by using a different object.



ABSTRAK

Musfiroh, Uci Nuril. 2013. A Study of Euphemism Used by President Barack
Obama in the First Inaugural Address. Program Studi Bahasa Inggris, Fakultas
IImu Budaya, Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra Universitas Brawijaya, Pembimbing I: Isti
Purwaningtyas, Pembimbing I1: Didik Hartono.

Kata kunci: Sosiolinguistik, eufemisme, pidato, Presiden Barack Obama

Sebagai manusia, kita harus memahami tentang komunikasi dan fungsinya
untuk kehidupan sehari-hari. Bisa menjadi bermakna jika hal itu dilakukan oleh dua
atau sekelompok orang. Bahasa adalah alat terbaik untuk melakukan komunikasi
dalam rangka untuk mengemukakan ide-ide dan perasaan. Pada kenyataannya, bahasa
sangat mempengaruhi norma-norma cara berbicara pada komunitas tertentu,
tergantung pada bagaimana masyarakat tersebut menggunakan bahasa. Dalam
penelitian ini penulis tertarik untuk menganalisis eufemisme, yaitu mengenai
menggunakan bahasa ringan untuk mencegah bahasa kasar dalam hal tertentu. Penulis
meneliti ekspresi eufemistik yang digunakan oleh Presiden Barack Obama dalam
pidato pelantikannya. Upaya penelitian ini untuk menjawab dua masalah penelitian,
yaitu: (1) apa jenis eufemisme yang digunakan oleh Presiden Barack Obama dalam
pidato pelantikannya, dan (2) apa motif dari Presiden Barack Obama dalam
menggunakan eufemisme dalam pidato pelantikannya.

Dalam menganalisis jenis eufemisme dalam penelitian ini, penulis
menggunakan teori dari Beatrice Warren (1992). Dia memberikan empat perangkat
untuk pembentukan eufemisme: perangkat pembentukan kata, modifikasi fonemis,
kata-kata pinjaman, dan inovasi semantik. Kemudian dalam menganalisis motif
dalam menggunakan eufemisme, penulis menggunakan teori Stephen Ullman (1962)
di mana ia memiliki tiga kategori motif eufemisme: fear, delicacy fall dan propriety.
Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif untuk menganalisis data dalam
bentuk transkrip yang mengandung ungkapan eufemisme digunakan oleh Obama.

Pada hasilnya menunjukkan transkrip membuktikan bahwa Obama
menggunakan beberapa jenis eufemisme: 2 compounding, 8 implication, 23
metaphor, 8 metonym, 2 reversal. Selain itu, analisis motif dalam menggunakan
ekspresi eufimistis ditemukan dalam transkrip pidato tersebut adalah 10 motif
delicacy fall, dan 24 motif propriety.



Penelitian ini diharapkan dapat berguna bagi mahasiswa yang berkonsentrasi
pada Bahasa Inggris dan jurusan sastra dan tentu saja bagi siswa yang fokus pada
penelitian eufemisme. Melalui penelitian ini, penulis juga berharap bahwa penelitian
ini dapat membantu peneliti selanjutnya untuk mengembangkan penelitian ini dengan
menggunakan objek yang berbeda.



REFERENCES
Allan, K., and Burridge, K. (1991). Euphemism and Dysphemism : Language Used
As Shield and Weapon. New York: Oxford University Press.

Anonymous. 2009. Obama Inaugural Address 20" January 2009. Retrieved on 2
October 2013; 09.34. http://obamaspeeches.com/

Ary et all. (2002). Introduction to Research in Education.Wadsworth Group, USA.

Bradbury, Malcolm & Howard Temperley. 1998. Introduction to American Studies
(3" Edition). New York: Longman.

Clack, George (Ed.). 2007. USA History in Brief. U.S. Department of State: Bureau
of International Information Programs.

Gomaa, Yasser A., and Shi, Yeli. (2012). The Linguistics of Euphemism: A Diachronic
Study of Euphemism Formation. University of Florida, USA.

Linfoot-Ham, Kerry. (2005). The Linguistics of Euphemism: A Diachronic Study of
Euphemism Formation. University of Florida, USA.

Patrick, Peter. (2013). Some Definitions and Divisions of Sociolinguistics. Retrieved
on 3 October 2013; 12.34. http://orb.essex.ac.uk/lg/lg232/DefinitionsSIx.html

Rawson, H. (1981). A Dictionary of Euphemisms and Other Doubletalk: Being a
Compilation of Linguistic Fig Leaves and Verbal Flourishes for Artful Users of
the English Language. New York: Crown Publishers, Inc.

Sapir, Edward. (1921). An Introduction To the Study of Speech. New York: Harcourt,
Brace.

Sari, Dewi Kartika. (2013). The Use of Euphemism in Julia Gillard’s Speech on
Economic Policy. English Language and Letter Department Faculty of
Humanities; Maulana Malik Ibrahim State Islamic University of Malang.


http://obamaspeeches.com/
http://orb.essex.ac.uk/lg/lg232/DefinitionsSlx.html

Susilo, S., Setiawan, Fredy Nugroho, and Pujianti, Fariska. (2012). American Studies
(the compilation). Faculty of Culture Studies, Brawijaya University, Indonesia.

Taylor, Timothy. 2013. Analogies for America: Beyond the Melting Pot. Retrieved on
19 January 2014; 11.05.
http://www.startribune.com/opinion/commentaries/213593491.html

Ullmann, S. (1962). Semantics : an introduction to the science of meaning. New
York: Barnes and Noble. 24

Wang, Meihua. (2013). Corpus Analysis of English Euphemism in College English
(3).School of Foreign Languages, Inner Mongolia University for the Nationalities,
China.

Wardhaugh, R. (2006). An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. New York, NY, USA:
Blackwell.

Warren, B. (1992). What Euphemism Tell Us About the Interpretation of Words.
StudiaLinguistica, 46(2), 128-172.

Winthrop, John. (2013). Reasons for Puritans Migration. Retrieved on 15 December
2013; 08.23.
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=68

Yule, George. (2010). The Study of Language (4™ Edition). New York: Cambridge
University Press.


http://www.startribune.com/opinion/commentaries/213593491.html
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=68

