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ABSTRACT 

Firdiansyah, Andrew. 2013. Prem Kumar Attempts in Maintaining Bourgeois 

Status Quo as Reflected in Vikas Swarup’s “Q and A” Novel. Study Program of 

English, Department of Language and Literature, Faculty of Cultural Studies, 

Universitas Brawijaya. Supervisor: Sugeng Susilo Adi; Co-supervisor: Scarletina 

Vidayayani Eka. 

 

Keywords: Capitalism, Bourgeois, Status Quo, Modern Capitalism, Bourgeois 

Proletariat 

 

Capitalism has become the basic of economic systems in the modern era. 

Money determines someone’s status and position in the society. In capitalist 

systems, group or individual who has money is called bourgeois class, and the one 

that are not is called the proletariat. To get surplus value and maintain its present 

state, the Bourgeois class has going to do any effort needed, whether it is legal or 

illegal. This research aims to ensure the bourgeois’ effort to maintain their status 

quo in Q and A novel (2005). Marxist Approach is used because the efforts of the 

Bourgeois in the novel Q and A are representation the act of maintaining the status 

quo and the act to get a surplus value. The researcher analyzes the Bourgeois 

efforts in maintaining the status quo and how they do that. 

Based on the data collected from novel, the researcher finds a lot of 

evidence concerning the Bourgeois efforts to maintain the status quo in the 

characters behavior in the novel. The efforts taken by the Bourgeois includes 

using money as a bait and giving fake hope on the Lumpen Proletariat, and also 

deceiving the Proletariat with the wrong clues, then abusing them mentally and 

physically which are done by the help of the police. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ABSTRAK 

 

Firdiansyah, Andrew 2013. Usaha Prem Kumar  Mempertahankan Status Quo 

Borjuis seperti yang Tercermin dalam Novel Q and A Karya Vikas Swarup. 

Program Studi Sastra Inggris, Universitas Brawijaya. Pembimbing : (I) 

SugengSusilo Adi, (II) Scarletina Vidayayani Eka. 

 

Kata kunci : Kapitalisme, Borjuis, Status Quo.Kapitalisme di era modern, borjuis 

proletar 

 

Kapitalisme sudah menjadi dasar sistem ekonomi di era modern. Uang 

adalah penentu status dan posisi seseorang di masyarakat. dalam system kapitalis 

perorangan atau kelompok yang mempunyai uang adalah golongan borjuis, dan 

yang tidak adalah golongan proletar. Borjuis mendapatkan surplus value dan 

mempertahankan keadaan sekarang akan melakukan usaha apapun, baik itu legal 

maupun tidak. Penelelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui upaya borjuis dalam 

mempertahankan status quo mereka dalam novel Q and A(2005). Approach 

Marxist digunakan karena upaya borjuis dalam novel Q and A merupakan 

representasi borjuis dalam mempertahnkan status quo dan mendapatkan surplus 

value. Penulis menganalisa usaha borjuis dalam mempertahankan status quo dan 

bagaimana borjuis melakukannya.  

Berdasarkan data yang dikumpulkan dari novel, penulis menemukan banyak bukti 

berkaitan dengan usaha borjuis mempertahankan status quo dalam perilaku 

karakter dalam novel ini. Usaha yang dilakukan borjuis yang menggunakan uang 

sebagai umpan dan memberikan harapan palsu pada kaum Proletar dan 

Lumpenproletar, hingga menipu dengan memberikan petunjuk yang salah dan 

menyiksa secara fisik dan mental yang dibantu oleh aparat kepolisian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REFERENCES 

Callinocos, Alex (2004). The Revolutionary Ideas of Karl Marx (2
nd

 ed).                  

London: Bookmarks Publications. 

Crystal, David. (1997) The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language. Cambridge : 

Cambridge University Press. 

Hornby, A.S. (1995) Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English 

(5
th

 ed). Oxford University Press 

Hoppe, H.H. (1990). Marxist and Austrian class analysis. Retrieved August 

8,2013 from http://mises.org/journals/jls/9_2/9_2_5.pdf 

How as Sociologist Attempted to Define Social Class  (n.d). Retrieved August 

8,2013 from http://exampleessays.com/viewpaper/26447.htm. 

Kautsky, K. (2000) The Class Struggle. Retrieved August 8, 2013 from 

http://www.marxists.org/archive/kautsky/1892/erfurt/ch02.htm 

Leavis, Frank Raymond. (1984). The great tradition. New York : New York 

University Press. 

Marx, Karl (1859) Preface to the Critique of Political Economy Retrieved August 

8
th

 , 2013 from 

http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/Marx_Contribution

_to_the_Critique_of_Political_Economy.pdf  

Marx, Karl (1859) German Ideology. Retrieved August 8
th

 , 2013 from 

http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/Marx_The_Germa

n_Ideology.pdf 

Marx, Karl (1859) To Free Trade Congress at Brussels. Retrieved August 8
th

 , 

2013 from http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1847/09/30.htm  

Marx, Karl (1852). In The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Napoleon Retrieved 

August 7
th

 ,2013 from 

http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/18th-

Brumaire.pdf 

Marx, Karl (1999). Marx’s Theory of Social Class and Social Structure. Retrieved 

August 7
th

 ,2013, from http:/uregina.ca/~gingrich/s28f99.htm. 

Richard, Taylor. (1981) Understanding The Elements of Literature. New York: 

St.Martin’s News. 

Risbud, Neelima.(2003) The Case of Mumbai, India. Retrieved January 15th 2014 

from http://www.ucl.ac.uk/dpu-projects/Global_Report/pdfs/Mumbai.pdf 



Wellek, R.a. (1993) Theory of literature. New York: Penguin Books Ltd. 

Wellek, R.a, (1956). Theory of Literature. Harcout, Brace & World. 

Yardley, Jim.(2012) Dharavi: Self-created special economic zone for the poor. 

Retrieved January 15
th 

, 2014 from 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/216254/dharavi-self-created-special-

economic.html 

 

 

 

 

 


