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Psycholinguistics is the study about psychology and language. It also explains
about how language is learned, produced, and processed. Psycholinguistics in
Cognitive Science Period studies more about human in learning language as the
nature, such as children who have stages in acquiring language. Children who do
not go through these stages may get language disorder. One of language disorders
is experienced by feral children. Feral Children are children who never get any
input like normal human being so that they cannot do anything normally,
especially in producing language. The writer focuses on the study of Katie as a
feral child in Mockingbird Don’t Sing film. The aims of this study are to find out
the linguistic characteristics of Katie and also the treatment to Katie.

This study uses qualitative approach because it analyses the phenomenon in
children. Case study is applied in this study to get the detail description from the
subject and the data of this study are linguistic characteristics and treatment of
Katie as a feral child.

This study reveals that there are three types of linguistic characteristics of
Katie as a feral child. Those are phonology, grammar, and semantic. The writer
finds that Katie is actually still able to develop her language but it seems difficult
because she already passes her critical period. From the film, the writer also finds
that there are four types of treatment, those are focus on the individual profile,
playing game, communication interactivity, and natural and rich communication.
From those treatments Katie is able to communicate though she tends to use sign
language.

The last, the writer suggests that the next researcher who wants to analyze feral
child can specifically use theories of linguistic characteristics.



REFERENCES

Audiblox (n.d.) The right to read: chapter 7 creating an alternative possibility.
Retrieved November 9, 2012, from http://www.audiblox2000.com/
book7.htm

Candland, Douglas K. (1995). Feral children and clever animals: reflections on
human nature. New York: Oxford University Press

Chaer, Abdul. (2009). Psikolinguistik: kajian teoretik. Jakarta: Rineka Cipta.

Cherry, Kendra. (2012). Genie: One of history's most famous feral children.
Retrieved April 8, 2013, from http://psychology.about.com/b/2012/
08/07/genie-one-of-historys-most- ~ famous-feral-children.htm

Child developmental milstones. (n.d). Retrieved April 17, 2012, from
https://www.google.co.id/url?sa=t&rct=...url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.real
age.com%2Fcm%2Fshared%?2Fdata%?2Fchild-development
milestones...bv.45373924,d.bmk

Chomsky, Noam.(1965). Aspects of the theory of syntax. Cambridge, MA:MIT
Press.

Classen, Constance. (1993). Worlds of sense: Exploring the senses in history and
across cultures. London, UK: Routledge.

Crystal, D. (Ed.). (n.d). The development of Grammar. Retrieved July 19, 2013,
from http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/elibrary/Content/Internet/537/705/1109/
1172/1189/3812811655.pdf

Curtiss, S. (1977). Science. Genie. A psycholinguistic Study of a Modern “Wild
Child”, 4342, 649-651

Curtiss, S., Fromkin, V.,Krashen, S., Rigler, & D., Rigler (1974). Language. The
Linguistics Development of Genie, 50, 528-554.

Denzin, N. & Lincoln, Y. (2000). Handbook of qualitative research. London:
Sage Publication Inc.



Dombrowski S. C., Gischlar K. L., & Martin Mrazik. (2011). Assessing and
treating low incidence high severity psychological disorders of childhood.
New York, USA: Springer.

Fatimah. (2012). Psycholinguistics: Campus Delivery. Even Semester 2011-2012.
Universitas Brawijaya.

Fernandes, F.D.M., Avejonas, D.R.M., & Amato, C.AH. (2011). A
Comprehensive Book on Autism Spectrum Disorders. Language Therapy
with Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders, ISBN: 978-953-307-494-
8. Retrieved Juni 21, 2013, from http://www.intechopen.com/books/a-
comprehensive-book-on-autism-spectrum-disorders/language-therapywith-
children-with-autism-spectrum-disorders

Kess, J. F. (1992). Psycholinguistics: Psychology, linguistics, and the study of
natural language. Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing Company.

Kess, Joseph F.(1976). Psycholinguistics: Introductory perspective. London, UK:
Academic Press.

Lindfors, J. W. (1991); Winner, E., McCarthy, M., Kleinman, S., & Gardner, H.
(1979). How to help babies acquire languages? (Method 4). Retrieved
March 22, 2013, from http://www.best4future.com/blog/how-to-help-
babies-acquire-languages-method-4

McGuire, M. (1989, January 31). Wild child lived 6 years in the jungle — alone!
Weekly World News, 35

Plot summary for mockingbird don't sing (n.d) Retrieved April 6, 2013, from
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0273822/plotsummary?ref =tt ov_pl

Sax, N. & Weston, E. (Ed.). (2007). Language development milestones. Retrieved
July 19, 2013, from http://www.rehabmed.ualberta.ca/spa/phonology/
milestones.pdf

Shank, G. (2002). Qualitative research. a personal skills aproach. New Jersey:
Merril Prentice Hall.

Wisniewski, Kamil. (2007). Psycholinguistics. Retrieved January 9, 2013, from
http://www.tlumaczenia-angielski.info/linguistics/psycholinguistics.htm


http://www.google.co.id/search?hl=id&tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Stefan+C.+Dombrowski%22
http://www.google.co.id/search?hl=id&tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Karen+L.+Gischlar%22
http://www.google.co.id/search?hl=id&tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Martin+Mrazik%22

