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Public information notice is one application of delivering messages using written
language. In Malang there are a lot of public information notices found in public places
especially in crowded area such as Pasar Besar area and campus area. In the application,
some public information notices use figurative language to gain certain effect for the
readers. Figurative language is the utterance or expression used to express things in
unusual way. Using Reaske (1966) definition of figurative language and Yule
(1996) theory of context, this study is aimed to identify (1) the types of figurative
language found in public infomation notice in Malang (2) the meaning of figrative
language used in public information notice.

This study uses qualitative approach in relation of the document analysis. The
document analysis is intended to provide clear description about the text in the
public information notice.

This study finds that (1) figurative languages used in the public information
notices in Pasar Besar area and campus area in Malang are sarcasm, metaphor,
irony, synecdoche, hyperbole, and personification. Satire is mostly used in Pasar
Besar area while personification is dominant in the campus area, (2) The meaning
of the utterance in public information notices depends on the situational context
and background knowledge of the readers.

The writer suggests the next researchers conduct similar research about figurative
language by using different point of view or objects. Many phenomena are found in the
application of language in daily life. Moreover, the next researhers are able to find other

theories concerning the idea of figurative language.

Keywords: figurative language, public information notice, Malang



REFERENCES

Ary, Donald. (2002). Introduction to research in education, Sixth Edition. Belmont:
Wadsworth.

Bradshaw, 1. 1997. Figure of Speech. Retrieved on October 28, 2012 from
http://biblicalstudies.org.uk/article_idioms.html

Brown, G. and Yule, G. (1986). Discourse analysis. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Cohen D, Crabtree B. 2006. Qualitative Research Guidelines Project. Retrieved January
18, 2013 from http://www.qualres.org/HomeExte-3704.htm

Dictionary.com. (n.d). Meaning. Retrieved on September 2, 2012 from
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/meaning

Encyclopadia Britannica Online. (n.d). Figure of speech. Retrieved on September 9,
2012  from  http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/559055/figure-of-
speech.

Euphemism and Dysphemism. 2003. Retrieved on January 17, 2013 from
http://www.linguistics.ucsb.edu/faculty/cumming/ling50/euphemism+dysphemis
m.htm

Examples of Euphemism. (n.d.). Retrieved January 17th, 2013, from
http://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples/examples-of-euphemism.html

Examples of Irony. (nd.). Retrieved November 8th, 2012, from
http://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-irony.html

Figurative  language.  (n.d.). Retrieved  September 9, 2012, from
http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/style-and-usage/Figurative-Language.html

Figures of Speech — Dysphemism. (n.d.). Retrieved on January 17, 2013 from
http://mwww.myenglishpages.com/site_php_files/writing-dysphemism.php

Grant Williams. Unknown Year. Figures of speech. Retrieved on September 9, 2012
from https://faculty.nipissingu.ca/williams/figofspe.htm

Mariana, Junty. 2004. A Study of the figures of speech in the language of body care
advertisements for adults in Cosmpolitan and Men's Health Magazine.
Unpublished thesis. Surabaya: Petra Christian University

Mispott. 2003. Figurative language. Retrieved on September 2, 2012 from
http://www.missspott.com/figurativelanguage.html

Nordquist, Richard. (n.d). Euphimism. Retrieved on January 14, 2013 from
http://grammar.about.com/od/e/g/euphemismterm.htm

Reaske, C. R. 1966. How to Analyze Poetry. United States of America: Monarch Press

Riyadi, Devi K. 2011. A study on Figurative Language Used in Beauty Treatment
Advertisements in Cita Cinta Magazine. Unpublished thesis. Malang: University
of Brawijaya.

University of West Georgia. (n.d). Figurative language. Retrieved on September 9,
2012 from http://www.westga.edu/~scarter/Figurative_Languagel.htm

US Legal Definition. (n.d). Public place & law legal definition. Retrieved on
September 2, 2012 from http://definitions.uslegal.com/p/public-place

Wolfreys, et al. 2002. Key Concepts in Literary Theory. Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press.

Wyatt, S. 2010. Figurative Language. Retrieve on November 2, 2012 from
http://tameri.com/edit/figurative.html



Yule, G. 2006. The study of language (3rd edition). Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.



