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Abstract: There are several ways how to understand culture - and 
also politics - in one country. One way is to look at the media that 
become the backbone of communication between the state and the 
people. The powerful media can be used to form people's 
understanding on "narratives" created by the state. The narratives 
on politics. freedom of the press. development. and economy are 
constructed in such a way that people cannot but accept what are 
presented through the media. Singapore'sfoundingfather Lee Kuan 
Yew - and also his successors - understood the powerful media could 
bring aboutfor Singapore's culture and politics. That is wiry Lee - and 
his successors - used the media to build andform Singapore's culture 
in the first place. Singapore's ethnic and cultural diversities - which 
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(1992), but because a "place to hide" from information no longer exists. 
Thus, competing discourses between economy and democracy in Singapore 
will culminate in the people's consciousness that democracy is something 
embedded to capitalism and liberalism. 

The change in Singapore, again I argue, will follow the contradictory 
scenario. If, in several countries the opening of the media has begun the era 
of political participation which ends with political reforms, in Singapore the 
government will not deregulate its policy. Thus, the change will be affected 
by global media which will be followed by the reforms in Singapore media 
regulations, including its broadcasting system. This argument is based on 
the fact that Singapore, even under Goh Chok Tong and Lee Hsien Loong 
(BG Lee), still regard the old laws on the media as still being relevant in 
today's Singapore. The laws which enable restriction on the media are 
everywhere draconian to support the repressive regime. 

Founding father Lee Kuan Yew's legacy on Singapore's media 
restriction is on the way to its decay by the prevalence of global information. 
Slowly, the people begin to "peep" this alternative source of information. 
And once they find the new and different "episteme" on this new source, it 
will become the beginning of the unpredictable demand era. Although 
Singapore has its own history to follow, but History (with H in capital 
letter)13 sometimes have common similarities. And the common similarities 
are that information has changed people in many aspects of life, including 
the way they understand the relationship between their economic success 
and political reforms materialized in democracy. 
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History (with H in capital letter) is the history in a more conceptual and 
general tenns, while history (in lower case) is the history in particular tenns, 
such as the history of Singapore, the history of ethnic Chinese, and so on. 
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