Iwa Lesmana, a WPA kader, Sundanese, and an Islamic preacher in Bandung, confirmed similarities between Sundanese culture and Islamic values. He said:

“Well, there is no different between Sundanese culture and Islamic values. Thus, it was not difficult for our ancestors who embraced pre-Islamic religion to convert to Islam; while they could still maintain the Sundanese culture and values. For example, our ancestors had already a belief in Allah as the one and only God from before the arrival of Islam. We are Sundanese love to ngariung (get together) and do anything together just as in Islam we are encouraged to do collective action, such as sholat berjamaah (collective prayer). In Islam, collective prayer is believed to attract more reward from God. While in Sundanese, togetherness is believed as the key of harmony, the ultimate goal of community living of Sundanese. Helping and caring for others, which is recommended in Islam, is recommended in our culture too.” 

The value of volunteerism is in line with Islamic values about caring and helping others in need. Tati Hartati, a senior WPA kader in Kelurahan Kebon Gedang explained:

The motto for our activities is modal ‘sajuta’ gaji pahala. You must think of sajuta as sejuta, that is, one million rupiahs, don’t you? No. It is not one million. Sajuta is a compound of ‘sa’ means sabar (patience), ‘ju’ means jujur  (honesty) and ‘ta’ means tawakal or sincerity of belief in God. This is our capital and spirit. With it (capital) we believe we will earn something huge in return that money cannot buy: pahala (reward from God). While gaining pahala , we also apply our cultural values: silih asah, silih asih, silih asuh (mutual learning, mutual loving, and mutual caring). Isn’t that great?’

“I hate people’s habit to inject drugs. Drugs abuse makes people misbehave. Drug users cause too much trouble here. They steal to get money to buy drugs. I was always very happy whenever there was a police raid here and they arrested the dealer and users. I felt relieved when drug users are arrested and imprisoned. However, many of them were released from police detention immediately because they could afford the bribes. But drug users are the stubbornest people. Detention could not stop their habit. They could never stop using drugs until they die.” 
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