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This study aimed to assess the local economic empowerment based on halal 
principles in Sembalun, a village within the circumference of Rinjani, the 
newly-designated world geopark by UNESCO.  The descriptive qualitative 
method was chosen to analyze the data. The Participatory Rural Appraisal 
was used as an instrument to identify the expectations of the economy of 
local community. The study showed that local economic empowerment could 
be developed in several ways as follows: 1) Halal food initiative through 
increasing community participation and skills, involving institutions, 
providing intensive assistance, and increasing the role of community and 
institution in creating cooperation; 2) Worship facility improvement through 
increasing quality and maintenance of available worship facilities; 3) 
Services during Ramadan by improving the community and institutional 
capacity as well as delivering information to tourism operators and visitors; 
4) Supporting facilities upgrading through increasing the numbers of water-
friendly toilets both in quantity and quality; 5) Halal activities enrichment by 
eliminating non-halal activities and promote halal activities only; 6) Privacy 
leisure facilities and services provision through increasing institutional and 
community capacity in providing privacy leisure facilities and services as 
well as developing cooperation with stakeholders. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Tourism in Indonesia is one sector that has great potential and deserves to be 
developed and managed optimally. The influence of the development of the tourism 
sector has recently become an important concern as the largest foreign exchange 
contributing sector after the oil and gas sector. The tourism sector is one of the 
mainstay sectors for national development because it can increase revenues through 
the country's foreign exchange and also become a leading sector that plays an important 
role in economic development. As mentioned in Sunaryo (2013) [5] that in addition to 
being a source of foreign exchange earnings, tourism also serves as an instrument of 
equity development and community renewal (adoption of technology and 
modernization values). In addition, Lakshmi and Shaji (2016) [2] say that tourism is a 
major economic activity that can bring significant changes to the lives of people in the 
tourism destinations both in terms of economic growth, infrastructure development 
and improving standards of living  

Halal tourist destination becomes a new brand for West Nusa Tenggara province 
developed through the existing tourism potential, especially in District Sembalun, East 
Lombok. Rinjani circle area is one of the world destinations that have been established 
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as a UNESCO World Geopark area through Geoculinary, Geohomestay, Geosouvenir, and 
Geotour products [6]. One of the areas that have a diversity of tourism potential by 
presenting a variety of natural beauty and culture is very interesting to visit is 
Sembalun District. Sembalun district is one of the districts belonging to the Rinjani ring 
area which has many natural potentials and potential resources that can be developed 
through local economic empowerment. Halal tourism is a tourism activity with tourism 
destination and tourism industry that prepare product facilities, service, and tourism 
ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÕÌÆÉÌÌ ÓÙÁÒÉȭÁÔ ɉ0ÉÅÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÖÉÎÃÅ .4" .ÏȢ ς ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ ςπρφɊ ɍσɎȢ 
Development of halal tourism area Rinjani circle in District Sembalun, East Lombok is 
potential to serve as a new object that can increase the potential of the region. The 
existence of local potentials in Sembalun district, East Lombok is not currently 
supported by the involvement and active role of the community and institutions in 
supporting local potentials. So this research aims to study local economic 
empowerment based on halal tourism area of Rinjani circle in Sembalun district, East 
Lombok, Indonesia. 

 
METHOD 

The method of this research is qualitative descriptive using primary data in the form 
of observation and interview and using secondary data in the form of a journal, book, 
and related documents obtained from the institution and using the Participatory Rural 
Appraisal analysis is used as an instrument to identify the expectations of society 
towards the empowerment of the local economy. 
 
RESULT 
Distribution of Local Potential in Sembalun District  

Based on UNESCO Recommendation, there are some local potential especially in 
Sembalun Subdistrict, East Lombok regency can be divided into several geo product 
potentials such as Geokuliner, Geohomestay, Geosouvenir, and Geotour products. The 
spread of local potentials can be described as follows. 

1. Geo souvenir 

Geo souvenir is a development of souvenirs made from local with forms and 

themes related to geopark Rinjani. The potential of geo culinary in Sembalun 

District, East Lombok Regency based on UNESCO recommendation is in 

Sembalun Village with a product of T-shirt with wicker packaging, keychain. 

 
Figure 1: Geosouvenir in Sembalun District  

2. Geoculinary 

Geoculinary is a local culinary potential given naming in relation to geological 

terms and geopark Rinjani. The potential of geoculinary in Sembalun District, 

East Lombok based on recommendation of UNESCO is in Sembalun Lawang 
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Village with the product of organic bread with raw material of potato, 

strawberry and carrots and in Sembalun Bumbung Village with processed 

products of fresh food (tomato, potato, onions) to be packed and marketed to 

hotels and restaurants. 

 
Figure 2: Geoculinary in Sembalun District 

3. Geotour  

Geotour  is a tour package that combines the destination with the richness of 

geology, biological wealth, cultural richness coupled with the involvement of 

schools and small industries of society as part of tourist destinations to be visited 

by tourists. Geotourism potential in Sembalun District, East Lombok based on 

UNESCO recommendation is in the valley of Sembalun (Pergasingan Hill  and 

Selong Hill ), Sembalun Valley (Sembalun Village), Sembalun Beleq Village, 

Mangkusakti Waterfall. 

 
Figure 3: Geotour in Sembalun District 

4. Geohomestay 

Geohomestay is the resident's homes are raided with the theme of geopark of 

information board as the interior is equipped with brochures related to geopark 

Rinjani Lombok and functioned as lodging that can be rented by tourists at 

affordable prices. The geohomestay potential in Sembalun District, East Lombok 

based on UNESCO recommendation, there are 3 Homestay units with 

development needs in the form of toilet seat and service and processing. 
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Figure 4: Geohomestay in Sembalun district 

Characteristics of Sembalun District  

1. Population 

Sembalun District + 217.08 square kilometers with the population in 

Sembalun District, East Lombok in 2017 currently amounted to 20,980 people 

consisting of 10,411 male and 10,569 female with population density 1,50 Ha 

/soul.  

Residents who reside in the Sembalun area are often called 'Orang Sembalun', 

they claim to be from Sasak ethnic and in local history are believed to be the 

oldest in Sembalun who most dominantly resides in this area and generally in 

Lombok Island. In addition, there are newcomer residents from surrounding 

villages, from Bali and Java, and dominant Muslims. 

2. Livelihood and Income Society 

The people in Sembalun district, East Lombok are mostly livelihoods as 

farmers. This is evidenced by the large number of community farms that are near 

their homes with excellent potentials such as potatoes, chili, tomatoes, 

strawberries, onions, and garlic. However, not only as a farmer, the people in 

Sembalun district  also work in the livestock sector. This can be seen from the 

people who keep cows around the house with a considerable amount. 

The people in Sembalun are mostly a livelihood as farmers. This is evidenced 

by the large number of community farms that are near their homes with 

excellent potentials such as potatoes, chili, tomatoes, strawberries, onions, and 

garlic. However, not only as a farmer, the people in Kecamatan Sembalun also 

work in the livestock sector. This can be seen from the people who keep cows 

around the house with a considerable amount. 

Economic activity in Sembalun district in the last two years having an increase 

in, and has implications for the increase in people's income. Previously the 

economic activities of the Community were only supported by the agricultural 

sector in its development, the economy of commerce and livestock also began to 

grow rapidly. So in addition to the agricultural sector, trade and animal farm 

sector contribute a large enough for the absorption of manpower. Sembalun 

district  income sources come from several sectors, namely agriculture, 

plantations, livestock, services, home industry, and trade.  

3. Institutional  

Community Institution is an institution formed by the community itself as 

needed and is a partner of the government in order to increase community 
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