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ABSTRACT 

This research is aimed to analyze and to know an error of the passive voice in the simple present, 

passive is needed in daily speaking and writing activity. In this research, the writers use a 

qualitative method and took 25 students as a sample of this research. While the result of this 

research, among others: 1. there are 5 students who error on the use of verb, the students are looked 

confused to choose between Verb 2 and Also Verb 3 (Past Participle), the student cannot 

distinguish between irregular verb, regular verb and Verb 3 (Past Participle), 2. 4 students’ error on 

the use to be they can distinguish to be in the passive voice with the use to be in past tense, 3. 6 

students’ error in the use to be and verb on passive voice of simple present. 

Keyword: Error Analysis, Passive Voice, Present tense 

ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis dan mengetahui kesalahan passive voice pada simple 

present, passive voice sangat dibutuhkan dalam kegiatan berbicara dan menulis sehari-hari. Dalam 

penelitian ini penulis menggunakan metode kualitatif dan mengambil 25 siswa sebagai sampel 

penelitian. Adapun Hasil penelitian ini antara lain: 1. ada 5 siswa yang melakukan kesalahan dalam 

penggunaan kata kerja, siswa terlihat bingung untuk memilih antara kata kerja 2 dan kata kerja 3 

(Past Participle), siswa tidak dapat membedakan antara kata kerja tidak teratur, kata kerja reguler 

dan Kata kerja 3 (Past Participle), 2. Ada 4 siswa yang melakukan kesalahan dalam menggunakan 

to be, para siswa tidak dapat membedakan to be passive voice dan past tense 3. Ada 6 siswa yang 

salah dalam penggunaan menjadi dan kata kerja pada passive voice. 

Keyword: Error Analysis, Passive Voice, Present tense 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Grammar is one of skill in English that important which should be understood 

because it has influenced our writing ability, the mastery of grammar also can help the 

student to understand the rule to make sentences, whereas in English there are sixteen 

tenses. Michael Swan (2005) in the Practical English Usage, states that grammar is the 

rules that show how words are combined, arranged or changed to show certain kinds of 

meaning, the matter also is explained by Barbara Dykes (2007: 5) in the book of Grammar 
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for Everyone state that “grammar is a language to talk about language” Depend on the 

definition, we can conclude grammar is important in the language learning’s, 

because Grammar is the study of how a language works to communicate or also as a set of 

rules to shape language so that it has meaning or can be understood, but in the teaching and 

learning English, grammar still become a problem for students, it caused too many 

formulations of tenses is realized, so that it can hamper the understanding and ability of 

English language to students, whereas explained above that grammar is a unity that cannot 

be separated in learning English. One of the grammar learning that is difficult to 

understand is passive voice, in this study the student still confuse to changes Verb and to 

use to be, As we Know Passive voice is one of unit in grammar that is teaching in the 

school until university, Passive voice is a form of sentence in which the subject of the 

sentence receives action, not taking action. Unlike active voice that focuses on the party 

doing the action (doer of the action), this form is more focused on the party or object that 

receives the result of an action (receiver of the action). Hornby (2000:964) says that 

passive voice is the form of a verb that is used when the subject is affected by the action of 

the verb, while Azar (1989:120) says that in the passive, the object of an active verb 

becomes the subject of the passive verb. She adds that only transitive verbs (a verb that is 

followed by an object) that are used in the passive. Passive is needed in daily speaking and 

writing activity, the explanation of the expert of passive voice shows that passive voice 

very important to mastery of the students to can improve English skill especially in 

writing. AS we know English lessons have been taught since elementary school, but 

understanding in English has not been comprehensively mastered, for example, the 

mastery of Passive Voice that so far there are still many students who have difficulties, 

even found the use of passive voice structural patterns equated with past tense, besides 

that, the other error in passive voice of students, such as the use of vocabulary, to be, 

tenses and also changes subject to be object. This problem will be analyzed by the writer as 

an effort to develop and to know the difficulty factor’s in making passive voice.  
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The research that is related to analyzing of error students in passive voice has done 

by some researchers, as an example : an analysis of the second-year students' ability in 

writing passive voice at sma Negeri 1 sitiung that is researched by Herda Dewi Ningrum 

and Lisa Tavriyanti who analyzed the correlation between writing ability and the error of 

student in passive voice, this research has focused error analysis in some tenses, such as : 

the simple present tense, sentences for the simple past tense, and sentences for simple 

future tense, whereas each tense has taken 10 tenses to be analyzed, As for other studies 

about passive voice is an error analysis on the use of passive voice in writing report text by 

eleventh grade students of sman 1 nganjuk, this research explained about the errors of 

using passive voice in report text and also To describe the causes of errors in writing report 

text made by students, although these research focus on error analysis in passive voice it 

has to need to develop in order to find out the factor of error in passive voice.  Depend on 

the research the writer will analyze an error passive voice of students in the simple past 

tense, this research is aimed to know the factor error’s and the types of error in a passive 

voice more specifically in the simple present tense, in this research, also is expected to 

know correlation the mastery of simple present with passive voice. According to Krohn 

(1971) states that Simple present tense is tense denoting an action happening in this time” 

The use of simple present tense often makes students confused with its complexity, in the 

teaching and learning process the students still difficult to understand simple present tense, 

so that this research also can analyze the mastery of simple present tense and passive voice 

in the students. While error analysis is a branch of applied linguistics. It is concerned with 

the compilation, study, and analysis of errors made by second language learners and aims 

at investigating aspects of second language acquisition. Nourish in Chotimah (2013) states 

that about distinguishes between different types of anomalous language behavior, the error, 

the mistake, and the lapse. 

1. An error is a systematic deviation when a learner has not learned something and 

consequently gets it wrong. 

2. A mistake is an inconsistent deviation when the learner sometimes get it right 

3. but sometimes he makes a mistake and 

http://www.glottopedia.org/index.php?title=Second_language_learners&action=edit&redlink=1
http://www.glottopedia.org/index.php/Second_language_acquisition
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Depend on the explanation above, the writer will control this research is focusing 

on Error Analysis of Passive Voice in the simple present tense, and it is expected 

Theoretically, this research can give contribute to the grammar scientific knowledge 

especially in the passive voice and also develop students capacities in English. 

 

METHOD  

The writer uses qualitative method by using qualitative descriptive design in the 

research, Descriptive research is used to identify and classify the elements or characteristics 

of the subject and describe the subject or to get information about the current condition of 

certain object, Aruknto states the descriptive research is not aimed at testing a certain 

hypothesis, but only describes the phenomenon, situation, and condition that happen during 

the research.  It is excepted can analyze the factor error in the passive voice in the simple 

present of students deeply, this research will be recommended the strategy in teaching 

passive voice that can be accepted by the students. This research will take 20 students of the 

First semester in AMIK Purna Niaga Indramayu as the sample, and in the process to collect 

the data the writer uses the question as instrument, there are five questions will be answered 

by the students, whereas the students must do the questions and changes form active voice in 

present tense to be passive voice and then the writer will analyze the instrument to get the 

data that of the error passive voice in simple present of students. This qualitative research is 

expected to help researchers find out the mistakes of students in making passive voice and 

the factors that cause these errors, but also by using the method, researchers can find out 

the weaknesses of students in understanding passive voice, Such As the mastery of English 

grammar, teaching method and the other factors.  

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION  

Hornby (2000:964) says that passive voice is the form of a verb that is used when the 

subject is affected by the action of verb, the mastery of passive voice in the students still to 

be a problem in the teaching English, it caused the students to confuse to distinguish between 

passive voice, past tense and also past perfect that is considered have similarity in the use of 
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formulation especially in verb and to be, so these problems that influence the writer to 

analyze an error passive voice of student. Although there is many researches of an error 

analyze of passive voice such as : an analysis of the second-year students’ ability in writing 

passive voice at sma negeri 1 sitiung that is researched by Herda Dewi Ningrum and Lisa 

Tavriyanti who analyzed the correlation between writing ability and the error of student in 

passive voice and As for other studies about passive voice is an error analysis on the use of 

passive voice in writing report text by eleventh grade students of sman 1 nganjuk, this 

research explained about the errors of using passive voice in report text and also to describe 

the causes of errors in writing report text made by students, these researches is a reference to 

make analyze of passive voice more specific that is focus on an error analyze passive voice 

in simple present of student. As an effort to develop the research, the writer took 20 students 

in Amik Purnama Niaga Indramayu, where previously the students worked five questions in 

the instrument, the questions are worked by students is changes active form to be a passive 

voice in the present tense, although these questions are: 

The instruments an errors analysis of passive voice in simple present tense 

Number Questions in the instruments 

1 The Boy Cooks Fried Rice every morning  

2 Rudi Buys a red shirt every chines New Year 

3 They work English Assignments on the campus every Friday   

4 The headmaster checks the teacher in the school every Monday  

5 He Sells the shoes in the traditional market every Sunday  

 

Depend on collecting the data and analyze the instrument of 20 students, the writer 

found some errors on the passive voice in the simple present, as for the mistakes, among 

others: the use of verb, to be, the process change between subject to the object, the position 

of adverb of time and also the position adverb of place. The result of this research shows: 

From 20 students who become sample in this research, there are 15 Students who error in 

the passive voice in the simple present, the error is varieties, such as the use of verb, the 

use of to be and then error in the changes subject to be object in focus, to choose part of 
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speech. In the analyze of instruments 5 Students error in the use of the verb, in this case, 

most of the students are looked confuse to choose between Verb 2 and Also Verb 3 (Past 

Participle), so the data can be seen in following of the sample. 

The Errors use Verb in Passive voice of Simple present tense 

Number The answer to students in the instruments  

1 Fried Rice is Cooken by every morning  

2 A redshirt is Buyed by Rudi every chines New Year 

3 English Assignments is Working by them every Friday  

4 The teacher is check by the headmaster in the school every Monday  

5 The shoes is selled by he in the traditional market every Sunday  

 

Base on the data, we can show the use and choose verb in the passive voice is most 

error who are worked by the students, the student cannot distinguish between irregular 

verb, regular verb and Verb 3 (Past Participle), the process of the changes the verb is the 

important basic in the passive voice, so when the students error use the verb the meaning 

of passive voice is wrong. While the other error passive voice in the simple present of the 

students is the use of to be, as for the data among others: 

 

The sample of the data an error of use to be on the passive voice in the simple present 

   Number The answer of students in the instruments  

1 The Fried Rice did Cooked by every morning 

2 A red shirt was Bought by Rudi every chines New Year  

3 English Assignments were Working by them every Friday  

4 The teacher dose checked by the headmaster in the school every 

Monday  

5 The shoes was selt by he in the traditional market every Sunday  

 

The student who errors in the use to be of the passive voice in the simple present 

were 4 students, they can distinguish to be in the passive voice with the use to be in past 
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tense, this problem is always found some researches of passive voice, the data show the 

mastery of formulation the tenses will influence the students capabilities in passive voice.  

In this research also, the writer found the other problem that is the error on the use of verb 

and to be, actually as we know this process is basic learning in grammar, but in the fact, 

the error still face in the student, so the data can show in the following of the sample: 

The sample of error in the use of verb and to be on passive voice in simple present 

tense 

Number Answer of students in the instruments 

1 The Fried Rice Cooks by  the boys every morning 

2 A red shirt was Buy by rudi every chines New Year 

3 English Assignments was Works by them every Friday  

4 The teacher did checks by the headmaster in the school every Monday  

5 The shoes does selled by he in the traditional market every Sunday  

 

The students who error in the use to be and verb on the passive voice of the simple 

present, there are 6 students, the problem is dominant that is found in this research because 

the students' lake to mastery a grammar comprehensively so that is influence error in the 

passive voice of the students.  

 

CONCLUSION  

Depend on the data that has collected in the students about an error analyze passive 

voice in simple present, it can show some problems the mastery of students in passive 

voice, form 20 students who are taken as sample, the writer found some errors, there are 15 

students who make errors on passive voice of simple present tense, among others: 1. 5 

students errors on the use of verb this case, most of the students are looked confused to 

choose between Verb 2 and Also Verb 3 (Past Participle), the student cannot distinguish 

between irregular verb, regular verb and Verb 3 (Past Participle), 2. 4 students error on the 

use to be they can distinguish to be in the passive voice with the use to be in past tense, this 

problem is always found some researches of passive voice, the data show the mastery of 
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formulation the tenses will influence the student’s capabilities in passive voice, 3. There 

are 6 students, the problem is dominant that is found in this research because the students' 

lake to mastery a grammar comprehensively so that is influence error in the passive voice 

of the students. 
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